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A TUBULAR LINER 



Background of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to a tubular 
liner, and in particular to a tubular liner for 
wellbore casings that are formed using expandable 
tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a 
number of casings are installed in the borehole to 
prevent collapse of the borehole wall and to prevent 
undesired outflow of drilling fluid into the formation 
or inflow of fluid from the formation into the 
borehole. The borehole is drilled in intervals whereby 
a casing which is to be installed in a lower borehole 
interval is lowered through a previously installed 
casing of an upper borehole interval. As a consequence 
of this procedure the casing of the lower interval is 
of smaller diameter than the casing of the upper 
interval. Thus, the casings are in a nested 
arrangement with casing diameters decreasing in 
downward direction. Cement annuli are provided between 
the outer surfaces of the casings and the borehole wall 
to seal the casings from the borehole wall. As a 
consequence of this nested arrangement a relatively 
large borehole diameter is required at the upper part 
of the wellbore. Such a large borehole diameter 
involves increased costs due to heavy casing handling 
equipment, large drill bits and increased volumes of 
drilling fluid and drill cuttings. Moreover, increased 
drilling rig time is involved due to required cement 
pumping, cement hardening, required equipment changes 
due to large variations in hole diameters drilled in 
the course of the well, and the large volume of 
cuttings drilled and removed. 
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The present invention is directed to overcoming 
one or more of the limitations of the existing 
procedures for forming new sections of casing in a 
wellbore. 

Summary o g the Inv«nfc4»« 

According to one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a tubular lining comprising: a first 
tubular portion having a first inside diameter; a 
second tubular portion having a second inside diameter- 
an intermediate tapered tubular portion for coupling 
the fxrst and second tubular portions to each other; 
and one or more sealing members coupled to the exterior 
surface of at least one of the tubular portions; 
Wherein the first inside diameter is greater than the 
second inside diameter; and wherein at least one of the 
first and second tubular portions define one or more 
pressure relief passages. 

According to another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a tubular liner 
20 comprising: a first tubular portion having a first 
inside diameter; a second tubular portion coupled to 
the fxrst tubular portion having a second inside 
diameter; and a third tubular portion coupled to the 

25 wh! 'T'"" ^""'"^ ^ ^^^^^ '^-meter; 

25 wherexn the first and third inside diameters are both 

second tubular portion includes one or more external 
sealing elements; and wherein at least one of the first 

30 1 °- - — relief 

30 passages. 

Brief Da«..^4pw^ Draw^n^ , 

Pig. 1 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view 

35 Pig. 2 is a fragmentary cross- sectional view 

Illustrating the placement of an embodiment of an 
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apparatus for creating a casing within the new section 
of the well borehole. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 
illustrating the injection of a first quantity of a 
5 hardenable fluidic sealing material into the new 
section of the well borehole. 

Pig. 3a is another fragmentary cross -sectional 
view illustrating the injection of a first quantity of 
a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the new 
10 section of the well borehole. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view 
illustrating the injection of a second quantity of a 
hardenable fluidic sealing material into the new 
section of the well borehole. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view 
illustrating the drilling out of a portion of the cured 
hardenable fluidic sealing material from the new 
section of the well borehole. 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment 
of the overlapping joint between adjacent tubular 
members . 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view of 
apparatus for creating a casing within a well borehole. 

Pig. 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional 
illustration of the placement of an e:q,anded tubular 
member within another tubular member. 

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional illustration of a 
preferred embodiment of an apparatus for forming a 
casing including a drillable mandrel and shoe. 

Pig. 9a is another cross-sectional illustration of 
the apparatus of Pig. 9. 

Pig. 9b is another cross -sectional illustration of 
the apparatus of Fig. 9. 

Pig. 9c is another cross -sectional illustration of 
35 the apparatus of Fig. 9. 
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FIG. 10a is a cross-secUonal illustration of a wellbore including a pair of 
adjacent overlapping casings. 

FIG. 10b is a cross-secUonkl illustration of an apparatus and method for 
creating a tie-back liner using an expandible tubular member. 
5 FIG. 10c is a cross-sectional Illustration of the pumping of a fluidic sealing 

material into the annular region between the tubular member and Uie existing 
casing. 

FIG. lOd is a cross-sectional Illustration of ttie pressurizing of the interior of 
the tubular member below the mandrel. 

10 FIG. lOe is a cross-sectional illustration of Uie extrusion of ttie tubular 

member off of Uie mandrel. 

FIG. lOf is a cross-sectional IBustration of tiie tie-back liner before drilling 
out the shoe and packer. 

FIG. lOg is a cross-sectional illustration of the completed tie-back liner 
1 5 created using an expandible tubular member. 

FIG. 1 la is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating tiie drilling of a 
new section of a well borehole. 

FIG. 1 lb is a fragmentaiy cross-sectional view illustrating tiie placement of 
an embodiment of an apparatus for hanging a tubular liner witfiin the newsection 
20 of ttie well borehole. 

FIG. 1 1 c is a fragmentaiy cross-sectional view lUustrating ttie injection of a 
first quantity of a hardenable fluidic sealing material into Uie new section of Uie 
well borehole. 

FIG. 1 Id is a fragmentary cross-sectional view Illustrating ttie introduction 
25 of a wiper dart into ttie new section of ttie weU borehole. 

FIG. 1 le Is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating Uie injection of a 
second quantity of a hardenable fluidic sealing material into Uie new section of ttie 
well borehole. 

FIG. 1 1 f is a fragmentary cross-sectional view lUustrating ttie completion of 
30 the tubular liner. 



Detailed DescHpUon of the Illustrative Embodiment* 

An apparatus and method for forming a wellbore casing within a 
subtenanean fom«U„„ is provided. The apparatus and method pemUts a 
wellbore casing ,o be fomred in a subtenanean fom^aUon by placing a tubular 
5 member and a mandrel in a new secUon of a wellbore. ami then extmding the 

lubularmemberoirofthemandrelbypressudzinganintertorportlonof me tubular 
member. The apparatus and method further pemilts adjacent tubular members 
m the weUbore to be iolned using an overiapping loint that prevents fluid and or 
sas passage. The apparatus and method further pemiits a new tubular member 
18 to be supponed by an existir,g tubular member by expanding the new tubular 
member into engagement with the existir, tubular member. Tf^ apparatus and 
method further minimizes the teducOon in the hole size of the wellbore casing 
necessilatedbytheaddlttonofnewsectionsofwellborecaslng 

'^"""""^"•""""hodforlbm.ingatle^acklineruslnganexpandable 
.5 ha>ularmemberlsalsop,ovided. ™e apparatus and method pem^ts a tie*ack 

■.nertobecreatedbye^nrdingahrbularmemberoirofamandrelbypr^ssurizing 
2»««|or portion o, the tubular member, in this manner, a Ue-back liner is 

pt^^ucedTTteapparatusa^lmethodftr^erpem^itsadJacenttubularmembers 
m the wellbore to be joined using an overlapping jolm that prevents Ihrid and/or 

gas passage. apparatus and method ftr,«»rpem„ts a new tubular member 
.0 be supported by an existing tububr member by expanding the new tubular 
member .nto engagement with the existing tubular member 

'^;P'««'''»"«''^'hodforexpandinga,ubularmemberlsalsop.ovided 
««Uncludesanexpandabte.ubularmember.mandrelandashoe. Inaprefened 
25 -^-"'••'^'n.eriorportlonsoftheappa.atuslscomposedofmatl.^ 
pe^tthemtertorportlonstoberemovedusingaconvenuonaldriliingapparatus. 

lnth.smam,er.intheeven.ofamam,nc.ioninadownholereglon..heappa,a,us 

may be easily removed. 

30 w.,iH ^.""r^'"' ~ '°' >^ an expandable tubular liner in a 
30 weHboreisalsopmvided. apparatus and method pemUt a tubular liner to be 

attached toanexistlngsectionof casing, -me apparatus and method further have 

appbcadon to the joining of tubular member in general. 



ReferringinitiaUy to Pigs. 1-5. an embodiment'of an ;pp^;atus and method 
for fonning a wellbore casing within a subterranean formation wiU „ow be 
described. As illustrated in Pig. 1. a weUbore 100 is positioned in a subterranean 
fonnation 105. The wellbore 100 includes an existing cased section 110 havinga 
5 tubular casing 115 and an annular outer layer of cement 120. 

In order to extend the wellbore 100 into the subterranean formation 105 

a drill string 125 is used in a weU known manner to drill out material from the' 
subterranean formation 105 to form a new section 130. 

As ilhistrated in Pig. 2. an apparatus 200 for forming a weUbore casing in 
10 «««bterraneanformationisthenpositionedinthenewsectionl30ofthewellb^^ 
100. Theapparatu8200preferabbrinchidesanexpandablemandrelorpig205 a 
tubular member 210. a shoe 216. a lower cup seal 220. an upper cup seal 225 ' a 

nuidpaB8age230.aflnMpassage235.afluidpassage240.seals245.andasuppJ^ 
member 250. 

us jn»«P»«iablen^d«l 206 is coupled to «>d support by the support 
me-ber250. '"■ee.pandablen^ndrel 205 is preltea,ly stapled to «mtroB.bI^ 
«P>ndi«ar.dieldirecti«.. ll^ expendable n,«uW 206 mey „„p™e azor 
numberofoonve„tion«leonm«rci.lb,.v.itabteerp«rfeW.«s^ 

2^ ^^"'^'^''^"■^''^'^^'"^on.co.a. 
d^dosed . U.S. Patent No. 6.348.095. the contents of which are incon»»ted 
^ refe^nce. „odifl«, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

'^*^"^»»^210issupp.rt«ibythea.pandablen»«drd806. The 

^^^r^ " " «^ Off of the 

e:.pand.bte mandrel 206. T^e tubular menO,., 210 n»y he fla.ric.ted ftom any 
numb^ Of conventional con»ercial,y avaiha,ta n-tarial. each as. for exaniple. 
O^eld Oountn- Goods (OCTO, 13 cta»niun. steel t„hin«/casin.. or 

30 '^^'^ ^ • ».bodin»nt. the tubular mender 210 is 

30 fi*"»tedih»OCTGfa,rdertom,xi«^.^3ft„^„„ 

appmrimately 1.905 to 1 19.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 2.667 to 1 2.. 92 cms 
(1.05 to 48 inches), respectively, hi aprefeiied 
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embodiment, Ihe inner and outer diameters of the tubular member 2 1 0 range from 
about 3 to 15.5 Inches and 3.5 to 16 Inches, respectively in order to optimally 
provide minimal telescoping effect in the most commonly drilled wellbore sizes. 
The tubular member 210 preferably comprises a solid member. 
5 In a prefeired embodiment, the end portion 260 of the tubular member 21 0 

Is slotted, perforated, or otheiwise modified to catch or slow down the mandrel 
205 when it completes the extrusion of tubular member 210. In a prefened 
embodiment, the length of the hibular member 210 Is limited to minimize the 
possibility of buckUng. For typical tubular member 210 materials, the length of the 
10 tubular member 210 is preferably limited to between about 12.192 to 6,096m (40 
to 20,000 feet) in length. 

The shoe 215 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 205 and the tubular 
member 210. The shoe 215 Includes fluid passage 240. The shoe 215 may 
comprise any number of com^entional commercially available shoes such as, for 
15 example. Super Seal II float shoe, Super Seal II Dovm-Jet float shoe ora guide shoe 
vfith a sealing sleeve for a latch down plug modlfled in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure. In a prefen-ed embodiment, the shoe 215 
comprises an aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a seaUng sleeve for a latch- 
down plug available fix>m HaDiburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX, modlfled In 
20 accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure, in order to optimally 
guide the tubular member 21 0 In the weUbore, optimally provide an adequate seal 
between the interior and exterior diameters of the overiapping joint between tiie 
tubular members, and to optimally allow the complete driU out of the shoe and 
plug after the completion of ttie cementing and expansion operations. 
25 Inaprefenred embodiment, ttie shoe 215 includes one ormore ttirough and 

side ouUet ports in fluidic communication witii Uie fluid passage 240. In tills 
manner, tiie shoe 2 1 5 optimally injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into tiie 
region outside Uie shoe 215and tubularmember210. In aprefened embodiment, 
tfie shoe 215 includes ttie fluid passage 240 having an inlet geometry ttat can 
30 recehfe a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In ttiis manner, tiie fluid passage 240 
can beoptimally sealed off by Introducing a phig, dart and/or ball sealing elements 
into the fluid passage 230. 
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\ The lower cup seal 220 is coupled to and supported by ttie'support member 
250. The lower cup seal 220 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior 
region of the tubular member 210 adjacent to the expandable mandrel 205. The 
lower cup seal 220 may compriBe any number of conventional commercially 
6 available cup seals such as, for example, TP cups, or Selective Injection Packer 
(SIP) cups modified in accordance with the teachings of the presentdisclosure. In 
apreferred embodiment, the lower cup seal 220 comprisesaSIPcupseal, available 

fromHalliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimaUyblockforeign 
material and contain a boc|y of lubricant. 

1 0 The upper cup seal 226 is coupled to and supported by the support member 
250. Theuppercup8eal225preventsforeignmaterialsfromenteringtheinterior 
region of the tubular member 210. The upper cup seal 225 may comprise any 
number of conventional commerdally available cup seals such as, for example, TP 
cups or SIP cups modified in accordance with the teachings of the pre^nt 
15 disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the upper cup seal 225 comprises a SIP 

cup.available firomHamburton Energy Service8inDallas,TXinordertooptimally 
block the entry of foreign materials and contain a body of lubricant. 

The fluid passage 230 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 

from the interior region of the tubular member210belowthe expandable mandrel 
20 205. The fluid passage 230 is coupled to and positioned within the support 
member 260 and the «q«ndable mandrel 206. The fluid passage 230 preferably 
extends from a position adjacent to the surfece to the bottom of the expandable 

mandrel 206. The fluid passage 230 is preferably positioned alongacenterline of 
the apparatus 200. 

25 

•nie fluid passage 230 is preferably selected, in the casing running mode of operation, to 
transport materials such as drilling mud or fonnation fluids at flow rates and pressures raqging 
from about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3.000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 
to 9,000 psi) in order to minimize drag on the tubular member being run and to minimize surge 
pressures exerted on the welflxMie which could cause a loss of wellbore fluids and lead to hole 
collapse. 

ThefluidpassagB 235 permits fluidic materials to bereleased from the fluid 
passage 230. In this manner, during placement of the apparatus 200 within the 
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( .ew section 130 of the weUbore 100, fluidic materials 266 forced up the fluid 

passage 230 can be released into the welibore 100 above the tubular member 210 
~ tiierebymimmizingsurgepressuresonthewellboresectionlSO. The fluid passage 
235 is coupled to and positioned within the support member 250. The fluid 
6 passage is further fluidicly coupled to the fluid passage 230. 

The fluid passage 235 preferably includes a control valve for controllably 
opening and closing the fluid passage 235. In a preferred embodiment, the control 
valve is pressure activated in order to controllably minimize surge pressures. The 

fluid passage 235 ispreferab^ypositionedsubstantiallyorthogonal to the centerline 
10 of the apparatus 200. 

The fluid passage 235 is preferably selected to convey fluidic materials at flow 
rates and pressures ranging fiom about 0 to 113S6.23SS litres/taiinute (0 to 3,000 
gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in otder to reduce die drag on the 
^iparatus 200 during inserdon into fbs new section 130 of the welibore 100 and to 
25 minimize suige pressures on the new welibore section 130. 

The fluid passage 240 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the region exterior to the tubular member 210 and shoe 215. The fluid 
passage 240 is coupled to and positioned within the shoe 215 in fluidic 
communication with the interior region of the tubular member 210 below the 
20 ewdable mandrel 205. The fluid passage 240 preferably has a cross-sectional 
shape thatpermitsaphig. or other similar device, to beplaoed in fluid passage 240 
to thereby block further passage of fluidic materials. In this manner, the interior 
region of the tubular member 210 below the expandable mandrel 205 can be 

fluidicbri8olatedfromtheregionexteriortothetubularmember210. Thispermits 
26 the interior i^on of the tubular member 210 below the expandable mandrel 205 

to be pressurized. The fluid passage 240 is preferably positioned substantially 

along the centerline of the apparatus 200. 

The fluid passage 240 is preferably selected to convey materials such as 

cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging fiom about 0 to 
30 1 1 356.2355 litres^ute (0 to 3,000 gaUons^iinute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9.000 

P'^^ ^ *o optimally fiU the annular region between the tubular member 2 1 0 and the 

^ new section 130 of the welibore 100 with fluidic materials. In a preferred embodiment, 

the fluid passage 240 



C includes an inlet geometry that can receive a dart aiid/or a baU sealing member. 
In this manner, the fluid passage 240 caA be sealed off by introducing a plug, dart 
and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 230. 

The seals 245 are coupled to and supported by an end portion 260 of the 
5 tubularmember210. Tte seals 245 are forther positioned on an outer surface 265 
of the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210. The seals 245 permit the 
overlapping joint between the end portion 270 of the casing 115 and the portion 
260 of the tubular member 210 to be fluidicly sealed. The seals 245 may comprise 
any number of conventional commereially available seals such as. for example. 
10 lead, mbber. Teflon™, or epoxy seals modified in accordance vnth the teachings of 
thepresentdisdosure. In a preferred embodiment, the seals 245 are molded from 
StratalockepoxyavailablefromHalliburtonEnergy ServicesinDallas. TXinorder 
to optimally provide a load bearing interference fit between the end 260 of the 
tubular member 210 and the end 270 of the existing casing 115. 
15 In a preferred embodiment, the seals 245 are selected to optimally provide 

a sufficient frictional force to support the expanded tubular member 210 from the 
existing casing 115. In a preferred embodiment, the frictional force optimaUy 
provided by the seals 245 ranges from about 68.94757 to 68.947.57 bar (1 000 to 
1.000.000 IbO in order to optimaUy support the expanded tubular member 210. 

20 Thesupportmember250iscoupledtotheexpandabIemandreI205.tubular 
member 210. shoe 216. and seals 220 and 225. The support member 250 
preferabfy comprises an annular member having sufiBdent strengtii to cany the 
apparatus 200 into tt« new section 130 of the wellbore 100. In a preferred 

«°*«ii=«nt,thesupportmember250fortherindudesoneormore«^^^^ 
25 centralizers (notiUustrated) to help stabilize the apparatus 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of lubricant 276 is provided in the 
amiular region above the expandable mandrel 205 within the interior of the 
tubularmember210. In this manner, the extrusion ofthe tubular member 210 ofi" 
oftheexpandablemandrel205isfadlitated. The lubricant 275 may comprise any 
30 ^^berofconventionalcommerdally available lubricants such^^ 

Lubriphte™, chlorine based lubricants, oil based lubricants or Climax 1 500 Antisieze 
(3100). In a preferred embodiment, the hibricant 275 comprises Climax 1500 
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C jitiaiezeOlOO) available fh)m Climax Lubricants and Equipment Co. in Hoxisto^^ 
TX in order to optimally provide optimum lubrication to faciliate the expansion 
■ process. 

In apreferred embodiment, the support member 250 is thoroughly cleaned 
5 prior to assembly to the remainingportionsofthe apparatus 200. In this manner, 

the introduction of foreign material into the apparatus 200 is minimized. This 
minimizes thepossibilityofforeignmaterial clogging the various flowpassages and 

valves of the apparatus 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 200 
10 within the new section 130 of the vrellbore 100, a couple of weUbore volumes are 
circulated in order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the 
wellbore 100 that might dog up the various flow passages and valves of the 
apparatus 200 and to ensure that no foreign material mterferes with the expansion 
process. 

15 As iUustrated in Fig. 3, the fluid passage 235 is then closed and a hardenable 

fluidic sealing material 305 is then pumped from a surface location into the fluid 
passage 230. The material 305 then passes from the fhiid passage 230 into the 
interior region 310 of the tubular member 210 below the expandable mandrel 205. 
The material 305 then passes from the interior region 310 into the fluid passage 

20 240. The material 305 then exits the apparatus 200 and fills the animlar region 
315 between the exterior of the tubular member 210 and the mterior wall of the 
new section 130 of the wellbore 100. Continued pumping of the material 305 
causes the material 305 to fill up at least a portion of the annular region 316. 
The material 305 is preferably pumped into the amular region 3 1 5 at pressures 

25 and flow rates ranging, for example, fiom about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 
to 5,678.1177 litres/minute (0 to 1,500 gaUolls^Mn). respectively. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressures vary as a function of the casing and wellbore sizes, wellbore 
section length, available pumping equipment, and fluid properties of the fluidic material 
being pumped. The optimum flow rate and operating pressure are preferably detennined 
using conventional empirical methods. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material 305 may comprise any number of 
conventional commerciaUy available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 



for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
hardenable nuidic sealing material 305 comprises a blended cement prepared 
specifically for the particular well section being drilled from Halliburton Energy 
Sen^ices in Dallas. TX in order to provide optimal support for tubular member 210 
5 while also maintaining optimum now characteristics so as to minimize difficulties 
during tiie displacement of cement in tfie annular region 3 1 5. The optimum blend 
of ttie blended cement is preferably deteraiined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

The annular region 315 preferably is filled witti the material 305 In sufficient 
10 quantities to ensure Uiat, upon radial expansion of Uie tubular member 210, ttie 
annular region 315 of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 will be filled wltti 
material 305. 

In a particulariy preferred embodiment, as iUustiated in Fig. 3a, Uie wall 
thickness and/or Uie outer diameter of the tubularmember 2 10 is reduced in the 
15 region adjacent to the mandrel 205 in order optimally permit placement of the 
apparatus 200 in positions in ttie wellbore witii tight clearances. Furthermore, in 
this manner, the initiation of the radial expansion of tiie tubular member 210 
during the extmsion process is optimally facilitated. 

As illustrated in Fig. 4. once tiie annular region 315 has been adequately 
20 filled Witt, material 305. a plug 405, or ottier similar device, is Introduced into the 
fiuid passage 240 thereby fiuidicly Isolating tiie interior region 310 from ttie annular 
region 315. In a prefened embodiment, a non-haidenable fhjidic material 306 Is 
ttien pumped into ttie interior region 310 causing ttie interior region to pressurize. 
In ttiis manner, ttie Interior of ttie expanded tubular member 210 wiU not contain 
25 slgnlficantamountsofcuredmaterial305. This reduces and simplifies the cost of 
ttie entire process. Alternatively, tfie material 305 may be used during ttils phase 
of the process. 

Once ttie interior region 310 becomes sufficientty pressurized, ttie tubular 
member 210 is extnided off of ttie expandable mandrel 205. During ttie extmsion 
30 process, ttie expandable mandrel 205 may be raised out of the expanded portion 
of ttie tubular member 210. In a prefen-ed embodiment, during ttie extmsion 
process, ttie mandrel 205 Is raised at approximately ttie same rate as ttie tubular 



-member 210 is expanded in order to keep the tubuliir mei^ber 210 stationaiy 
relative to the new wellbore section i 30. In an alternative preferred embodiment. 
- *^**^*™^°°P~'^««^<»»'*»encedwiththetubularmember210posi^^^^^ 

the bottom of the new wellbore section 130, keeping the mandrel 205 stationaiy. 
5 and allowing the tubular member 210 to extrude off of the mandrel 205 and faU 
down the new weUbore section 130 under the force of gravity. 

The plug 405 is preferably placed into the fluid passage 240 by introducing 
the plug 405 into the fluid passage 230 at a surface location in a conventional 
mamier. The plug 405 preferably acts to fluidicly isolate the hardenable fluidic 
10 sealing material 305 from the non hardenable fluidic material 306. 

The plug 405 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 

availabledevicesfromplugBingaflmdpassagesuchas.forexample,Multiple Stage 
Cementer (MSG) lateh^own plug. Omega latch-down plug or thr^e-wiper latch- 

downplugmodifiedinaccordance with the teachingsofthe present disclosure. In 
15 a preferred embodiment. theplug405 comprises a MSG latch^iown plug available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 

After placement of the plug 405 in the fluid passage 240. a non hardenable 
^ fl^dicmaterial306ispreferablypumpedintotheinteriorregion310atpressures 
o Tl olT^ ^r^^' ''"^'^ app«,ximately 27.579028 to 689.4757 bar (400 
20 ^^•°°°P-)an<ill3.5623tol5I4I.6473,itres/miaute(30to4.0^ I 
^s n^cr. thc amount of hardenable fluidic se^ 

ptl5''rn ^^^-^--^-^o^ent^afterplacementofthe 

P^ug405.U,efl.dpassage240.the.o„hardenablemat^^ 

mtou^euuenorregionaioatpx^suresan^ 

to 3.000 gallons^) in order to maximize the exfrudon speed. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 200 is adapted to minimize 
tensile, burst, and friction effects upon the tubular member 210 during the 
expansion process. lUese effects will be depend upon the geometry of the 

«^«»^onmandrel205.thematerialcompositionofthet«bularmember210and 
expansion mandrel 205. the inner diameter of the tubular member 210. the wall 
thicknessofthetubularmember210. the typeoflubricant, and theyield strength 
_ofthetubularmember210. In general, the thicker the wall thickness, the smaller 



r J>e in«^ dWer, and the jmtar the rtrength th^ "tiuiiL m 

thenthegreatertheoperatfagpre^ureeVequiredtoearudethetubu^^ 
210 off of the mandrel 205. 

For typical tubular members 210, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 

5 -ffoftheexpandablemandrelwiD begin when thepressureofthemterior^^^^ 
3 10 reaches, for example, ^proximately 34.472 to 620.528 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). 

During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 205 may be raised 
out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates ranging for 

««-PJ«.fr-about0to5£l/sec.Inapreferredembodiment.duringthee^^^ 
10 P'^".a»-«Pandablemandrel206israisedoutoftheexpan^ 

tabular member2I0at rates ranging from aboutOto 0.6096 m/s(0to2ft/sec)iB order to 
nmumize the time required for the expansion process while also pemritting easy control 
of the expansion process. 

;^'^««»«»'*'°260ofthetubularn.ember210i3extrud«loffofthe 
16 »^ 206, the outer surface 266 of the e,«i portion 260 of the 

tubular member 210 vriU prrferably contact the interior «.r&ce 410 of the end 
Portion270ofthecasingll6to<bm.anfl„ldtighto™ria,pingjoint Th.c^.tact 

PresOT. »f 4« overlvping joint imw, (br Kmide. fiom .CTnaiintely J447379 to 
U78.9S14 to (50 to 20.000 psi). h . „^ ^ ^ 

20 overiappag join, „^5« .pprorimttly 27.579028 to 689.4757 tar (400 to 10.000 pd) in 
orto to provid. ,,pa„^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pro-adc r«ia«„>e to „„Uon to <«»nm»d.l. Mricd le^ 



■^•™'«Win«jointbetweenthesection410oftheexi.tingc.aingll6.nd 
26 lr7'*!°f""'^^'^'^'-^"<>P^P~v«e.a^ 
o^!T ^^^'^'^'•"^"-^^^t.th.aeaangmena!!^ 
optanallypro,id.aflu«Ueandg.,«»,«ji.theo,erl,ppingjoint 
_^apreferredemhodin«nt.theope..ti.gpreae„re.nd^^ 
^efluahcmatertalSOeiscontronahlyrampeddownwh^tta 

tubular member 210 oiTof the e^andable mandrel 206 can be minimi^d In a 
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preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced ta a substantially linear 

fashionlh»mlOO%toaboutlO%duringdieendoftheertnisionpn>cessbegimm^^ 
when the mandrel 205 is within about 1 .524 m ( 5 feet) ftom completion of the extrusion ' 
process. 

5 AlteniativBly. or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 

member250 in order to absorb the shock^iSdb?&suddenreleaseofpres8u^^ 
The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
available shock absorber adapted for use in weUbore operations. 

Altemativebr, or in combination, a mandrel catching structure is provided 
10 in the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210 in order to catch or at least 
decelerate the mandrel 205. 

Once the extrusion process is completed, the expandable mandrel 206 is 
removed from the wellbore 100. In a pr^erred embodiment, either before or after 
the removal of the expandable mandrel 205. the integrity of the fluidic seal of the 
15 overlappingjoint between the upper portion 260 of the tubular member 210 and 
the lower portion 270 of tie casing 115 is tested using conventional methods. 

If the fluidic seal of the overlappingjoint between the upper portion 260 of 
thetubularmember210andthelowerportion270ofthecasingll5is8atisfecte«y 
tl»«°«°ytmcuredportionofthematerial305withintheexpandedtubularmember' 
20 210isthenremovedinaconventionalmamiersuchas.forexample.circulatingthe 
micured material out ofthe interior ofthe«Q»nded tubular member 210 The 

inandrel 206 is thenpulled out of the wellbore section 130 andadriUbitormill is 
used m combination with a conventional drilling assembly 505 to driU out any 

^enedmaterial305withinthetubularmember210. ll»e material 306 within 
^5 the annular region 315 is then allowed to cure. 

AsiUust^tedinKg. 5,preferably any remainingcuredmaterialSOS within 
the mterior of the «q«nded tubular member 210 is then removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string 506. The resulting new 
section of casing 510 includes the expanded tubular member 210 and an outer 

30 -»^-larlayer516ofcuredmaterial306.11^bottomportionoftheapparatus200 
comprising the shoe 216 and dart 406 may then be removed by drilling out the 

_ shoe 215 and dart 405 using conventional drilling methods. 

\6 



In a preferred embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 6, the upper portion 260 of 
the tubular member 210 includes one or more sealing members 605 and one or 
more pressure relief holes 610. In this manner, the overlapping joint between the 
lower portion 270 of the casing 1 15 and the upper portion 260 of the tubular 
5 member 210 is pressure-tight and the pressure on the interior and exterior surfaces 
of the tubular member 210 is equalized during the extrusion process. 

In a preferred embodiment, the sealing members 605 are seated within 
recesses 615formed in the outer surface 265 of the upperportion 260of the tubular 

member210. In an altemativeprefen^d embodiment, the sealing members 605are 
1 0 bonded or molded onto the outersurface 265 of the upperportion 260 of the tubular 

member210. The pressure relief holes 610 are preferably positioned in the last few 

feet of the tubular member 210. The pressure relief holes reduce the operating 

pressures required to expand the upper portion 260 of the tubular member 210. 

This reduction in required operating pressure in turn reduces the velocity of the 
15 mandrel 205 upon tiie completion of tfie extmslon process. This reduction in 

velocity in tum minimizes Uie mechanical shock to the entire apparatus 200 upon 

tiie completion of the extnjsion process. 

Referring now to Fig. 7,apparatus 700forfom^ngacasingwittiinawellbore 

preferably includes an expandable mandrel or pig 705. an expandable mandrel or 
20 pig container 7 1 0, a tubular member 71 5. a float shoe 720. a lower cup seal 725, an 

upper cup seal 730. a fluid passage 735, a fluid passage 740. a support member 745, 

a body of lubricant 750, an overshot connection 755, anotfier support member 760, 

and a stabilizer 765. 

The expandable mandrel 705 is coupled to and supported by Uie support 
25 member 745. The expandable mandrel 705 is further coupled to the expandable 
mandrel container 710. The expandable mandrel 705 Is preferably adapted to 
controllably expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 705 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available expandable 
mandrels modified in accordance witti the teachings of ttie present disctosure. TTie 
30 expandable mandrel 705 preferably comprises a hydraulic expansion tool 
substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat No. 5,348,095, ttie contents of 
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which are incoiporated herein by reference, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure. 

The expandable mandrel container 710 is coupled to and supported by the 
support member 745. The expandable mandrel container 7 1 0 is further coupled to 
5 the expandable mandrel 705. The expandable mandrel container 710 may be 
constmcted fmm any number of conventional commercially available materials 
such as. for example. Oilfield County Tubular Goods, stainless steel, titanium or 

highstrengthsteeIs.The expandable mandrelcontainer710maybe fabricated/mm 
materialhavingagreaterstrength than the material from whichthetubularmember 
10 7I5isfabricated. I" this manner, the container 710canbe fabricated ftom a tubular 
material havingathlnnerwallthiclmess than the hibularmember210.-niispemiiis 
the container 710 to pass through t^ht clearances thereby facilitating its placement 
within the wellbore. 

Once the expansion process begins, and the thicker, lower streng th material 
15 of the tubular member 715 is expanded, the outside diameter of the tubular 
member 715 Is greater than the outside diameter of the container 710. 

The hibular member 715 is coupled to and supported by the expandable 
mandrel 705. The tubular member 715 is preferably expanded in the radial 

directionandexlrudedofroftheexpandablemandrel705substantlallyasdescribed 
20 above withreferencetoFigs.1^. Hie tubularmember7I5maybe fabricated from 
any number of materials such as, for example, Oilfield County Tubular Goods 
(OCTG). automotwe grade steel or plastics. The tubular member 715 may be 
fabricated from OCTG. 

•nietubularmember715preferablyhasasubstantiallyannularcross-section. 

25 n,e tubular member715morepreferablyhasasubstantiallycircularannuIarcmss- 
section. 

•nie tubular member 715 preferably includes an upper section 805, an 
mtemnediate section 810. and a lower section 815. The upper section 805 of Uie 
tubular member 715 preferably is defined by the region beginning in the vicinity of 
30 the mandrel container 710 and ending with the top section 820 of the tubular 
member715.nielntemiediatesection810ofthetubularmember7l5ispreferably 
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defined by the region beginning in the vicinity of the top of the mandrel container 
7 1 0 and ending with the region in the vicinity of the mandrel 705. The lower section 
of the tubular member 715 is preferably defined by the region beginning in the 
vicinity of the mandrel 705 and ending at the bottom 825 of the tubular member 7 1 5. 
5 The wall thickness of the upper section 805 of the tubular member 71 5 is 
greater than the wall thicknesses of the intermediate and tower sections 810 and 
815 of the tubular member 715 in order to optimally faciliate the initiation of the 
extmsion process and optimally penult the apparatus 700 to be positioned in 
locations in the wellbore having tight clearances. 
1 0 The outer diameter and wall thickness of the upper section 805 of the tubular 
member 715 mayrai^e, for example, from about 2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 
inches) and 0.31 75 to 5.08 cms (1/8 to 2 inches), respecth^ely. The outer diameter 
and wall thickness of the upper section 805 of the tubular member 715 may range 
from about 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches) and 0.375 to 3.81 cms (3/8 to 1.5 
15 inches), respectively. 

The outer diameter and v^l thickness of the intermediate section 8 1 0 of the 
tubular member 715 may range, for example, from about 6.35 to 127 cms (2.5 to 50 
inches) and 0.15875 to 3.81 cms (1/16 to 1.5 Inches), respectively. The outer 
diameter and wall thickness of the intermediate section 8 1 0 of the tubular member 
20 715 may range from about 8.89 to 48.26 cms (3.5 to 19 Inches) and 0.31 75 to 3.1 75 
cms (1/8 to 1.25 inches), respecthrely. 

The outer diameter and wall thickness of the lower section 815 of the tubular 
member 715 may range, for example, from about 6.35 to 127 cms (2.5 to 50 inches) and 
0.15875 to 3.175 cms (1/16 to 1.25 inches), respectively. The outer diameter and wall 
25 thickness of the lower section 8 1 0 of the tubular member 7 1 5 may range from about 3.5 to 
ISInchesand 1/8 to 1.25 inches, respectively. The wall thickness of the lower section 815 
of the tubular member 715 may be further increased to increase the strength of the shoe 
720 when drillable materials such as, for example, aluminum are used. 

The tubular member 71 5 preferably comprises a solid tubular member. The 
30 end portion 820 of the tubular member 715 maybe slotted, perforated, or otherwise 
modified to catch or slow down the mandrel 705 when It completes the extrusion 
of tubular member 715. The length of the hibular member 715 may be limited 



to minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical tubular member 715 materials, 
the length of the tubular member 7 1 5 is preferably limited to between about 1 2. 1 92 
to 6,096 cms (40 to 20.000 feet) in length. 

The shoe 720 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 705 and the tubular member 
5 715. The shoe 720 includes the fluid passage 740. The shoe 720 may further include an 
inlet passage 830. and one or more jet ports 835. The cross-sectional shape of the inlet 
passage 830 is preferably adapted to receive a latch-down dart, or other similar elements, 
for blocking the inlet passage 830. The interior of the shoe 720 preferably includes a body 
of solid material 840 for increasing the strength of the shoe 720. The body of solid material 
10 840 may comprise aluminum. 

The shoe 720 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available shoes such as, for example, Super Seal 11 Down-Jet float shoe, or guide 
shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch down plug modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure. The shoe 720 preferably comprises an 
1 5 aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch-down plug available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure, in order to optimize guiding the tubular 
member 715 in the wellbore, optimize the seal between the tubular member 715 
and an existing wellbore casing, and to optimally faciliate the removal of the shoe 
20 720 by drilling it out after completion of the extrusion process. 

The lower cup seal 725 is coupled to and supported by the support member 
745. The lower cup seal 725 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior 
region of the tubular member 715 above the expandable mandrel 705. The lower 
cup seal 725 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available cup 
25 seals such as, for example, TP cups or Selecthre Injection Packer (SIP) cups 
modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. The lower 
cup seal 725 may comprise a SIP cup, available from Halliburton Energy Services 
in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a debris barrier and hold a body of 
lubricant. 

30 The upper cup seal 730 is coupled to and supported by the support member 

760. The upper cup seal 730 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior 
region of the tubular member 715. The upper cup seal 730 may comprise any 



numberofconventlonalcc,mmerciaMyavailablecupsealssuchas.forexampleTP 
cups or Selective InjecHon Packer (SIP) cup modifled in accordance will, 'the 
teachings of the present disclosure. n,e upper cup seal 730 may comprise a SIP 
cup avaitable from Halliburton Energy Sendees in Dallas. TO in order to optimally 
5 provide a debris banler and contain a body of lubricant. 

The fluid passage TSSpemilU fluidic materials to be transported to and from 
the interior region of the lububrmember 715 below the expandable mandrel 70S 
TT.e lluidpassage 7351s (hridicly coupled to the fluid pas^e 740. The fluid passage 
735 IS preferably coupled to and posiUoned wiU*, the suppon member 760. the 

10 support member745.themand,elcontainer7IO.andthee.rpandablemandrel 705 
The fluid passage 735 preferably extends from a position adjacent to the surface to 
the bottom Of the expandable mamlrel 705. 'me fluid passage 735 is preferably 
positioned along a centertine of the apparatus 700. The fluid passage 735 is 
preferably selected to transport materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies 
15 atflowratesandpressuresr^^lnglromabout ISI.4l64lo ll3S6.2355liuesAninule 
(40 to 3,000 gaBonstolnule) and 34.473 to 620528 1 3 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) in order 
to pnMde sufBciem operaUng pressures to exinrde the mbular member 715 off of 
the expandable mandrel 705. 

As described above with reference to Rgs. 1-6, during placement of the 
20 apparatus 700 within a new section of a wellbor*. lluldic materials Ibrced up the 

fluHlpassage73Scanbereleasedinlothewellboreabovethetubuiarmember7I5 
me apparanrs 700 further Include, a pressure nslease passage that is coupled to 
and poslll«»d within the support member 260. The pressure release passage is 
ftmherauididycoupled to the fluid passage 735. Tire pn«sure release passage 
25 preferably includes a control valve for contmUably opening and dosing the fluid 
passage. TTie control valve may be pressure acthated In oMer to controUably 
minimize sun,e pressures. The pressure nilease passage is preferably positioned 
substantially orthogonal to the centertine of the apparatas 700. pressure 

'^^f««a<iebP'efe.ablyselectedtocom«ymaterialssuchascement.drilling 
30 mud o, epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 1892 7059 
libesAnlnute (0 to 500 gallonstoinute) and 0 to 68.94757 bar (0 to 1 ,000 



psO in order to reduce the drag on the apparatus 700 during inserUon into a new 

sectionofawellboreandtominimizesmsepressuresonthenewwellboresection 
The fluid passage 740 pennits fluidic materials to be transported to and from the 

regionexteriortothetubularmemberns. "n^e fluid passage 740 is preferably coupled to 
5 ^dposiUo„edwithlntheshoe720i„fluidiccommunicationwiththeinteriorregionofthe 
tubularmember715belowtheexpandablemandrel705.-mefluidpassage740preferably 
hasacross.sectionalshapethatpemyisaplug.orothersimllardevice.tobeplacedinthe 
inlet830oftheliuidpassage740totherebyblockfimherpassageoffluldicmat^^^ In 

«^'«^e'.thelnterior,egionofthetubularmember7I5belowtheexpandablema^^^ 
10 705can be optimally lluldicly isolated fiom the region exterior to the tubularmember 715 

TOspemiits the interiorregion of the tubular member715below the expandable mandrel 
205 to be pressurized. The Hold passage 740 is preferably positioned 
substantially along the centeriine of the apparatus 700. The fluid passage 740 is 

preferably selected toconvey materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at 
15 flowratesandpressuresrangingfromaboutOto 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3 000 
gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9.000 psi) in order to optimally fiU an 
annular region between the tubular member 715 and a new section of a wellbore 
with fluidic materials. The fluid passage 740 may include an inlet passage 830 
havmg a geomet^ that can recent a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In this 
20 manner, the fluid passage 240 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, dart and/or 
ball sealing elements Into the fluid passage 230. 

Theapparalus700mayfurtherincludeoneormore seals 845 coupled toand 
supported by the end portion 820 of the tubular member 715. TTie seals 845 are 

furtherpositioned on an outersurfaceoftheendportion820of the tubular member 
25 715. The seals 845 pemiit the overiapping joint between an end portion of 

preexBtingcasingandtheendportion820ofthetubularmember7l5tobelluldlcly 
sealed. The seals 845 may comprise any number of comrentional commercially 

avallablesealssuchas.forexample,lead.mbber.Teflon™.orepoxyseals modified 
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure, "me seals 845 may 
30 comprise seals molded fiom StrataLock epoxy available from HalUburton Eneigy 
Sendees in Dallas. TX in order to optimally provide a hydraulic seal and a load 
bearing 
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interference fit in the overiapping joint between the tubular member 715 and an 
existing casing with optimal load bearing capaci^ to support the tubular member 
715. 

The seals 845 may be selected to provide a sufficient frictional force to 
5 support the expanded tubular member 7 1 5 from the existing casing. The frictional 
force provided by the seals 845 may range from about 68.94757 to 68,947.57 bar 
(1 ,000 to 1 ,000,000 IbO in order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 
715. 

The sup]x>rt member 745 is preferably coupled to the expandable mandrel 
10 705 and the overshot connection 755. The support member 745 preferably 
comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to carry the c^iparatus 700 
into a new section of a wellbore. The support member 745 may comprise aity 
number of conventional commercially available support members such as, for 
example, steel drill pipe, coiled tubing or other high strei^th tubular modified in 
1 5 accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. The support member 745 
may comprise conventional drill pipe available from various steel mills in the Uruted 
States. 

A body of lubricant 750 may be provided in the annular region above the 
expandable mandrel container 710 within the interior of the tubular member 715. 

20 In this manner, the extrusion of the tubular member 715 off of the expandable 
mandrel 705 is facilitated. The lubricant 705 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available lubricants such as, for example, Lubriplate, 
chlorine based lubricants, oil based lubricants, orClimax ISOOAntisieze (3100). The 
lubricant 750 preferably comprises Climax 1500 Antisieze (3100) available from 

25 Halliburton Energy Services in Houston, TK in order to optimally provide lubrication 
to faciliate the extrusion process. 

The overshot connection 755 Is coupled to the support member 745 and the 
support member 760. The overshot connection 755 preferably permits tiie support 
member 745 to be removably coupled to the support member 760. The overshot 

30 coimection 755 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available 
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overshot connections suchas. for example. Innerstring Sealing Adapter, Innerstiing 
Flat-Face Sealing Adapter or EZ Drill Setting Tool Stinger. The overshot connection 
755 may comprise a Innerstring Adapter with an Upper Guide available from 
Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 
5 The support member 760 is preferably coupled to the overshot connection 
755 and a surface support structure (not illustrated). The support member 760 
preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to cany the 
apparatus 700 into a new section of a weUbore. The support member 760 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available support members 
10 such as. for example, steel drill pipe, coiled tubing or other high strength tubulars 
modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. TTie support 

member760maycompriseaconventionaldrillplpe available fromsteel mills in the 
United States. 

The stabilizer 765 is preferably coupled to the support member 760. The 
15 stabilizer 765 also preferably stabilizes the components of the apparatus 700within 
the tubular member 715. TTie stabilizer 765 preferably comprises a spherical 
member having an outside diameter that is about 80 to 99% of the interior diameter 
of the tubular member 7 1 5 in order to optimally minimize budding of the tubular 
member 715. TTie stabilizer 765 may comprise any number of conventional 

20 commerciallyavailablestabilizerssuchas.forexample.EZDriIlStarGuides. packer 
shoes or drag blocks modified in accordance with ttie teachings of the present 

disclosure. ThestabiIlzer765maycompriseasealii«adapterupperguideavailable 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas. TX. 

The support members 745 and 760 may be tiioroughly cleaned prior to 
25 assembly to the remaining portions of ttie apparatus 700. In this manner, ttie 
introduction of foreign material into ttie apparatus 700 is minimized. TOs 

minimizes ttiepossibUityofforeignmaterialctogging ttie various flowpassagesand 
vah'es of the apparatus 700. 

Before or after positioning ttie apparatus 700 wittiin a new section of a 
30 wellbore, a couple of wellbore volumes are circulated 
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through the various flow passages of the apparatus 700 in order to ensure that no 
foreign materials are located within the wellbore that might clog up the various flow 
passages and valves of the apparatus 700 and to ensure that no foreign material 
interferes with the expansion mandrel 705 during the expansion process. 

5 The apparatus 700 may be operated substantially as described above with 
reference to Figs. 1-7 to fonn a new section of casing within a wellbore. 

As illustrated in Fig. 8, in an altemathre preferred embodiment, the method 
and apparatus described herein is used to repair an existing v^rellbore casing 805 by 
forming a tubular liner 810 inside of the existing wellbore casing 805. In a prefen^ed 

10 embodiment, an outer annular linir^ of cement is not provided in the repaired 
sectioa In the altemat^e preferred embodiment, any number of fluidic materials 
can be used to expand the tubular liner 81 0 Into intimate contact with the damaged 
section of the wellbore casing such as, for example, cement, epoxy, slag mix, or 
drilling mud. In the alternative prefenred embodiment, sealing members 815 are 

15 preferably provided at both ends of the tubular member in order to optimally 
provide a fluidic seal. In an alternative preferred embodiment, the tubular liner 810 
is formed within a horizontally positioned pipeline section, such as those used to 
transport hydrocartwns or water, with the tubular liner 8 1 0 placed in an overiapping 
relationship with the adjacent pipeline section. In this manner, underground 

20 pipelines can be repaired without having to dig out and replace the damaged 
sections. 

In another alternative preferred embodiment, the method and apparatus 
described herein is used to directly line a wellbore with a tubular liner 810. In a 
preferred embodiment, an outer annular lining of cement is not prodded between 
25 the tubular liner 810 and the wellbore. In the allemative prefenred embodiment, 
any number of fluidic materials can be used to expand the tubular liner 810 into 
intimate contact with the wellbore such as, for example, cement, epoxy, slag mbc, 
or drilling mud. 

Referring now to Figs. 9, 9a, 9b and 9c, a preferred emtxKiiment of an 



3m- 



apparatus 900 for fonning a wellbore casing includes an expandible tubular 
member 902, a support member 904, an expandible mandrel or pig 906, and a shoe 
908. In a prefen-ed embodiment, the design and constniction of the mandrel 906 
and shoe 908 permits easy removal of those elements by drilling them out. In this 
5 manner, the assembly 900 can be easily removed from a wellbore using a 
conventional drilling api>aratus and corresponding drilling methods. 

The expandible tubular meml>er 902 preferably includes an upper portion 
9 1 0, an intermediate portion 912 and a lower portion 914. During operation of the 
apparatus 900, the tubiilar member 902 is preferably extruded off of the mandrel 

1 0 906 by pressurizing an interior region 966 of the tubular member 902. The tubular 
member 902 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, an expandable tubular member915 
is coupled to the upper portion 9 1 0 of the expandable tubular member 902. During 
operation of the apparatus 900, the tubular member 91 5 is preferably extmded off 

15 of the mandrel 906 by pressurizing the interior region 966 of the tubular meml>er 
902* The tubular member 9 1 5 preferably has a substantially annular cross-sectioa 
In a preferred embodiment, the wall thickness of the tubular member 91 5 is greater 
than the wall thickness of the tubular member 902. 

The tubular member 91 5 maybe fabricated from any number of conventional 

20 commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield tubulars, low alloy 
steels, titanium or stainless steels. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 
915 is fabricated from oilfield tubulars in order to optimally provide approximately 
the same mechanical properties as the tubulsu^ memt>er 902. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the tubular member 915 has a plastic yield point ranging 

25 from about 275.9028 to 9307.92195 bar (40,000 to 1 35,000 psi) in order to optimally 
provide approximately the same yield properties as the tubular memt>er 902. The 
tubular member 915 may comprise a plurality of tubular members coupled end to 
end. 

In a preferred embodiment, the upper end portion of the tubular memt>er 
30 9 1 5 includes one or more sealing members for optimally providing a fluidic and/or 
gaseous seal with an existing section of weltoore casing. 
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In a preferred embodiment, the combined length of the tubular members 902 and 
915 are limited to minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical tubular member 
materials, the combined length of the tubularmembers 902 and 915 are limited to between 
about 12.192 to 6,096m (40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 
5 The lowerportion914of thetubularmember902 is preferably coupled to the 
shoe 908 by a threaded connection 968. The intermediate portion 9 1 2 of the tubular 
member 902 preferably is placed in intimate sliding contact with the mandrel 906. 

The tubularmember902 maybe fabricated fromanynumberof conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield tubulars, low alloy 

10 steels, titanium or stainless steels. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 
902 is fabricated from oilfield tubulars in order to optimally provide approximately 
the same mechariical properties as the tubular member 915. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the tubular member 902 has a plastic yield point rar^ing 
from about 275.9028 to 9307.92 195 bar (40,000 to 135,000 psi) in order to optimally 

1 5 provide approximately the same yield properties as the tubular member 915. 

The wall thickness of the upper. Intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 
of the tubular member 902 may range, for example, from about 0.625 to 3.81 (1/16 to 1.5 
inches). In a preferred embodiment, the wall thickness of the upper, intermediate, and 
lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 of the tubular member 902 range from about 0.3175 to 

20 3.175 cms (1/8 to 1.25 inches) in order to optimally provide wall thickness that are about 
the same as the tubular member 9 1 5. In a prefened embodiment, the wall thickness of the 
lower portion 914 is less than or equal to the wall thickness of the upper portion 910 in 
order to optimally provide a geometry that will fit into tight clearances downhole. 

The outer diameter of the upper, intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 

25 of the tubular member 902 may range, for example, from about 2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 
to 48 inches). In a preferred embodiment, the outer diameter of the upper, intemiediate, 
and lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 of the tubular member 902 range from about 8.89 to 
48.26 cms (3 to 19 inches) in order to optimally provide the ability to expand the most 
commonly used oilfield tubulars. 
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( . The length of the tubular member 902 is t)refena>ly filnitcrfto bbtween about 
0.6096 to 1 .524 m (2 to 5 feet) in order to optimally provide enough length to contain the 
mandrel 906 and a body of lubricant. 

The tubular member 902 may comprise any number of conventional 
5 commerdaUy available tubular members modified in accordance with the ^ 
of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 902 
comprises Oilfield Country Tubular Groods available from various U.S. steel mills. 
The tubular member 915 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available tubular members modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
10 present disclosure. In a preferred enibodiment, the tubular member 915 comprises 
Oilfield Coimtry Tubular Goods available firom various U.S. steel mills. 

The various elements of the tubular member 902 may be coupled using any 
number of conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, 
welding or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
15 elements of the tubtilar member 902 are coupled using welding. The tubular 
member 902 may comprise a plurality of tubular elements that are coupled end to 
end. The various elements of the tubular member 915 may be coupled using any 
niunber of conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, 
welding or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
20 elements of the tubular member 915 are coupled using welding. The tubular 
member 915 may comprise a plurality of tubular elements that are coupled end to 
end. The tubular members 902 and 915 may be coupled using any number of 
conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, welding or 
machined Scorn one piece. 
25 The support member 904 preferably includes an innerstring adapter 916, 

a fluid passage 918, an upper guide 920, and a coupling 922. During operation of 
the apparatus 900, the support member 904 preferably supports the apparatus 900 
dming movement of the apparatus 900 within a wellbore. The support member 
904 preferably has a substanidally annular cross-section. 
30 The support member 904 may be fabricated firom any number of 

conventional conunerdally available materials such as, for example, oilfield 
tubulars, low alloy steel, coiled tubing or stainless steeL In a preferred 
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( .mbodiment, the support member 90^ is fabricated ffom'tow'&iloy steel in order 
to optimally provide high yield strength*. 

The innerstring adaptor 916 preferably is coupled to and supported by a 
conventional drill string support from a surface location. The innerstring adaptor 
5 916 may be coupled to a conventional drill string support 971 by a threaded 
connection 970. 

The fluid passage 918 is preferably used to convey fluids and other materials 
to and from the apparatus 900. In a prrfezred embodiment, the fluid passage 918 
is fluidicly coupled to the fluid passage 952. In a preferred embodiment, the fluid 
10 passage 918 is used to convey hardenable fhiidic sealing materials to and from the 
apparatus 900. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 918 may 
include one or more pressure relief passages (not illustrated) to release fluid 
pressure during positioning of the apparatus 900 within a wellbore. In a preferred 
embodiment, the fluid passage 918 is positioned along a longitudinal centerline of 
15 the apparatus 900. In a preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 918 is selected 
to permit the convqrance of hardenable fluidic materials at operating pressures 
ranging from about 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9,000 psi). 

The upper guide 920 is coupled to an upper portion of the support member 
904. The upper guide 920 preferably is adapted to center the support member 904 
20 within the tubular member 916. The upper guide 920 may comprise any number 
of conventional guide members modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the upper guide 920 comprises an 

innerstringadapter available fromHalliburtonEnergy Services in Dallas, TXorder 
to optimally guide the apparatus 900 within the tubular member 916. 
25 The coupling 922 couples the support member 904 to the mandrel 906. The 
coupling 922 preferabty comprises a conventional threaded connection. 

The various elements of the support member 904 may be co\q)led using any 
number of conventional processes such as, for example, welding, threaded 
connections or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
0 elements of the support member 904 are coupled using threaded connections. 

The mandrel 906 preferably includes a retainer 924, a rubber cup 926, an 
expansion cone 928, a lower cone retainer 930, a body of cement 932, a lower guide 
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934, an extension sleeve 936, a spacer 938, a housing 940, a sealing sleeve 942, an 
upper cone retainer 944, a lubricator mandrel 946, a lubricator sleeve 948, a guide 
950, and a fltiid passage 952. 

The retainer 924 is coupled to the lubricator mandrel 946, lubricator sleeve 
5 948, and the rubber cup 926, The retainer 924 couples the rubber cup 926 to the 
lubricator sleeve 948. The retainer 924 preferably has a substantially annular 
cross-section. The retainer 924 may comprise any nmnber of conventional 
commercially available retainers such as, for example, slotted spring pins or roll 
pin. 

10 The rubber cup 926 is coupled to the retainer 924, the lubricator mandrel 

946, and the lubricator sleeve 948. The rubber cup 926 prevents the entry of 
foreign materials into the interior region 972 of the tubular member 902 below the 
rubber cup 926. The rubber cup 926 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available rubber cups such as, for example, TP cups or Selective 
15 Injection Packer (SIP) cup. In a preferred embodiment, the rubber cup 926 
comprises a SIP cup available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in 
order to optimally block foreign materials* 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, a bodly of lubricant is further 
provided in the interior region 972 of the tubular member 902 in order to lubricate 
20 the interface between the exterior surface of the mandrel 902 and the interior 
sinface of the tubular members 902 and 915. The lubricant may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available lubricants such as, for example, 
Lubriplatc™, chlorine based lubricants, oil based lubricants or Climax 1500 Antiseize 
(3100X In a preferred embodiment, the lubricant comprises Qisiax 1500 An^^ 
25 (3100) available from Climax Lubricants and Equipment Co. in Houston, TX in 
order to optiibally provide lubrication to fiaciliate the esctnision process. 

The expansion cone 928 is coupled to the lower cone retainer 930, the body 
of cement 932, the lower guide 934, the extension sleeve 936, the housing 940, and 
the upper cone retainer 944. In a preferred embodiment, dtiring operation of the 
30 apparatus 900, the tubular members 902 and 915 are extruded off of the outer 
surface of the expansion cone 928. In a preferred embodiment, axial movement 
of the expansion cone 928 is prevented by the lower cone retainer 930, housing 940 



, . . • « • t • • 

and the upper cone retainer 944. Inner radial movement of the expansion cone 928 is 
prevented by the body of cement 932, the housing 940, and the upper cone retainer 944. 

The expansion cone 928 preferably has a substantially annular cross section. 
The outside diameter of the expansion cone 928 is preferably tapered to provide a 
5 cone shape. The wall thickness of the expansion cone 928 may range, for example, 
from about 0.31 75 to 7.62 cms (0. 1 25 to 3 inches). In a preferred embodiment, the 
wall thickness of the expansion cone 928 ranges from about 0.635 to 1.905 cms 
(0.25 to 0,75 inches) in order to optimally provide adequate compressive strength 
with minimal material. The maximum and minimum outside diameters of the 
10 expansion cone 928 may range, for example, from about 2.54 to 1 19.38 cms (1 to 
47 inches). In a preferred embodiment, the maximum and minimum outside 
diameters of the expansion cone 928 range from about 8.89 to 48.26 cms (3.5 to 1 9 
iriches) in order to optimally provide expansion of generally available oilfield 
tubulars 

15 The expansion cone 928 maybe fabricated fromany number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, ceramic, tool steel, titanium 
or low alloy steel. In a prefened embodiment, the expansion cone 928 is fabricated 
from tool steel in order to optimally provide high strength and abrasion resistance. 
The surface hardness of the outer surface of the expansion cone 928 may range, for 

20 example, from about 50 Rockwell C to 70 Rockwell C In a prefenred embodiment, 
the surface hardness of the outer surface of the expansion cone 928 ranges from 
about 58 Rockwell C to 62 Rockwell C in order to optimally provide high yield 
strength. In a preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 928 is heat treated to 
optimally provide a hard outer surface and a resilient interior body in order to 

25 optimally provide abrasion resistance and fracture toughness. 

The lower cone retainer 930 is coupled to the expansion cone 928 and the 
housing 940. In a preferred embodiment, axial movement of the expansion cone 
928 is prevented by the lower cone retainer930. Preferably, the lower cone retainer 
930 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

30 The lower cone retainer 930 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, ceranuc, tool 
steel, titanium or low alloy steel. In a preferred embodiment, the lower cone 
retainer 930 is fabricated from tool steel in order to optimally provide high strength 

3o. 
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and abrasion resistance. The surface hardness of the outer surface of the lower 
cone retainer 930 may range, for example, from about 50 RockweD C to 70 
Rockwell C. In a prefen^ed embodiment, the surface hardness of the outer surface 
of the lower cone retainer 930 ranges from about 58 RockweU C to 62 Rockwell C 
5 in order to optimally provide high yield strength. In a preferred embodiment, the 
lower cone retainer 930 Is heat treated to optimally provide a hard outer surface 
and a resilient interior body In order to optimally provide abrasion resistance and 
fracture toughness. 

In a preferred embodiment, the lower cone retainer 930 and the expansion 
1 0 cone 928 are fonned as an integral one-piece element in order reduce the number 
of components and increase the overall strength of the apparatus. The outer 
surface of the lower cone retainer 930 preferably males with the inner surfaces of 
the tubular members 902 and 915. 

The body of cement 932 IsposiUoned within the interior of the mandrel 906. 
15 The body of cement 932 provides an inner bearing structure for the mandrel 906. 
The body of cement 932 further may be easily drilled out using a conventional drill 
device. In this manner, the mandrel 906 may be easily removed using a 
conventional drilling device. 

The body of cement 932 may comprise any number of conventional 
20 commerciallyavailable cement compounds. Alternatively, aluminum, cast iron or 
some other drillable metallic, composite, or aggregate material may be substituted 
for cement The body of cement 932 preferably has a substantially annular cross- 
section. 

The lower guide 934 is coupled to the extension sleeve 936 and housing 940. 
25 During operation of the apparatus 900. the lower guide 934 preferably helps guide 
the movement of the mandrel 906 within the tubular member 902. The lower guide 
934 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The lower guide 934 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as. for example, oilfield tubulars. low aUoy 
30 steel or stainless steel. In a preferred embodiment, the lower guide 934 Is 
fabricatedfromlowalloysteelinordertooptiniallyprovidehighyieldstrength. The 
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outer surface of the lower guide 934 preferably mates with the inner surface of the 
tubular member 902 to provide a sliding fit. 

The extension sleeve 936 is coupled to the lower guide 934 and the housing 
940. During operation of the apparatus 900. the extension sleeve 936 preferably 
5 helps guide the movement of the mandrel 906 within the tubular member 902. The 
extension sleeve 936 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The extension sleeve 936 may be fabricated from any number of 
convenUonal commercially available materials such as. for example, oilfield 
tubulars. low alloy steel or stainless steel. In a preferred embodiment, the 
1 0 extension sleeve 936 is fabricated from low alloy steel in order to optimaUy provide 
highyield strength. The outer surface of the extension sleeve 936 preferably mates 
with the inner surface of the tubular member 902 to provide a sliding fit. In a 
prefen-ed embodiment, the extension sleeve 936 and the lower guide 934 are 
formed as an integral one-piece element In order to rninimize the number of 
1 5 components and increase the strength of the apparatus. 

The spacer 938 Is coupled to the seaUng sleeve 942. The spacer 938 
preferably Includes the fluid passage 952 and is adapted to mate with the extension 
tube 960 of the shoe 908. In this manner, a plug or dart can be conveyed from the 
surface through the fluid passages 918 and 952 into the fluid passage 962. 
20 Preferably, the spacer 938 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The spacer 938 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 

commerdallyavailablen«ierialssuchas,forexample.steel,aluminumorcastiron. 
In a preferred embodiment, ttie spacer 938 is fabricated from aluminum in owler 

tooptimallyprovidedrillability.Theendof the spacer938preferably mates witiiUie 
25 end oftiie extension tube 960. In a preferred embodiment, tfie spacer 938 and tf.e 

sealing sleeve 942 are formed as an Integral one-piece element in order to reduce 

the number of components and increase the strengtfj of ttie apparatus. 

The housing 940 is coupled to the lower guide 934, extension sleeve 936, 

expansion cone 928. body of cement 932. and lower cone retainer 930. During 
30 operation of tfie apparatus 900. ttie housing 940 preferably prevents inner radial 

motion oftiie expansion cone 928. Preferably, ttie housing 940 has a substantially 

annular cross-section. 



3X 



t t « « « 



( 

UK housing 940 may be fabricated from any number of convemional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield tubulars, low alloy 
sfeel or slainless steel. In a preferred embodiment, the housing 940 is fabricated 

from lowalloy steel in omertoopumailyprovidehighyteld strength. Inaprefened 
5 embodiment, the lower guide 934, extension sleeve 936 and housing 940 are 
fom«d as an Integral one-piece element in oi*r to minimize the number of 
components and increase the suenglh of the apparatus. 

In a pariicularly prelen^J embodiment, the interior surface of the housing 
940 InchKJes one or more protmsions to faciliate the connection between the 
1 0 housing 940 and the body of cement 932. 

The sealing sleeve 942 is coupled to the suppori member 904. the body of 
cement 932, the spacer 938. and the uppercone ,etal„er944. During operadon of 
«K Waratus. the sealing sleeve 942 preferably provides suppori fbr U« mandrel 

m T»»«-'ngsleeve942ispn=ferablycoupledlo.hesupponmember904using 
15 the coupling 922. Preferab^, u« sealing sleeve 942 has a substanUally annular 
cross-section. 



TlK sealing Sleeve 942 may be fabricated from any number of convenuonal 

commerclallyavaiIablema,erialssuchas,forexamp.e,s.eel,aIumlnumorcas.iron 
In a preferred embodiment, the sealing sleeve 942 is fabricated fiom aluminum in 
20 order to optimally provide driOabillly of the sealiiig sleeve 942. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the outer surface of the sealing 

sleeve942includesoneormoreprotn«ions,oladlia,etheco™»ctionbetweenu« 
sealing sleeve 942 and the body of cement 932. 

25 9^2are.meg,allyf„.™dasaone.pieceelemen.inorder,ominimizethe„umber 

Of components. 

-me upper cone retainer 944 is coupled to the expansion cone 928. the 
ealng sleeve 942. and the body of cement 932. During opet^Bon of the apparatus 
900.,heupperconere.ainer944p,efe,ablypreven.saxlalmo.lonoftheexpansion 

30 cone928. P^fe^bly. the upper cone retainer 944 has a substantially annular cross- 
sectioa 
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The upper cone retainer 944 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as. for example, steel, 
aluminum or cast iron. In a preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944 is 

fabricated fromaluminum in ordertooptimallyprovidedrillabilityoftheuppercone 
5 retainer 944. 

In a parUculariy preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944 has a 
cross-sectional shape designed to provide increased rigidity. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944 has a cross-sectional shape 
that is substantially I-shaped to provide increased rigidity and minimize the amount 
10 of material that would have to be drilled out. 

The lubricator mandrel946is coupled to the retainer 924. the mbbercup 926, 
the upper cone retainer 944, the lubricator sleeve 948. and the guide 950. During 
operation of the apparatus 900, the lubricator mandrel 946 preferably contains the 
body of lubricant in the annular region 972 for lubricating the interface between the 
15 mandrel 906 and the tubular member 902. Preferably, the lubricator mandrel 946 
has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The lubricator mandrel 946 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as. for example, steel, 
aluminum or cast iron. In a prefened embodiment, the lubricator mandrel 946 is 
20 fabricated from aluminum in order to optimally provide driUabiUty of the lubricator 
mandrel 946. 

The lubricator sleeve 948 is coupled to the lubricator mandrel 946. the 
retainer 924. the rubber cup 926. the upper cone retainer 944. the lubricator sleeve 
948. and the guide 950. Durii^ operation of the apparatus 900. the lubricator sleeve 
25 948 preferably supports the rubber cup 926. Preferably, the lubricator sleeve 948 
has a substantiaUy annular cross-section. 

The lubricator sleeve 948 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially avaUable materiak such as. for example, steel, 
aluminum or cast iron. In a preferred embodiment, the lubricator sleeve 948 is 
30 fabricated from aluminum in order to optimally provide driUability of the lubricator 
sleeve 948. 
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As illustrated In Fig. 9c, the lubricator sleeJe 948 Is supported By the lubricator 
mandrel 946. The lubricator sleeve 948 in turn supports the rubber cup 926. The 
retainer 924 couples the nibber cup 926 to the lubricator sleeve 948. In a preferred 
embodiment, seals 949a and 949b are provided between the lubricator mandrel 
5 946, lubricator sleeve 948, and nibber cup 926 in order to opUmally seal off the 
interior region 972 of the tubular member 902. 

The guide 950 is coupled to the lubricator mandrel 946, the retainer 924, and 
the lubricator sleeve 948. During operation of the apparatus 900. the guide 950 
preferably guides the apparatus on ttie support member 904. Preferably, the guide 
1 0 950 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The guide 950 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 

commerciallyavailablematerialssuchas.forexample.steel.aluminumorcastiron. 
In a prefened embodiment, the guide 950 is fabricated from aluminum order to 
optimally provide drillability of Uie guide 950. 

15 The fluid passage 952 is coupled to tiie mandrel 906. During operation of ttie 

apparatus, tiie fluid passage 952 preferably conveys hardenable fluidic materials. 

Inapreferred embodiment, ttie fluid passage 952 is positioned about the centeriine 
of the apparatus 900. In a particulariy prefened embodiment, ttie fluid passage 952 

is adapted toconveyhardenablefluWicmaterialsatpressures and flowrate ranging 
20 f«>niabout0to620.52813bar(0to9,000ps0and0to 11356.2355 litres/minute (0 
to 3,000 gallonVmin) in order to optimally provide pressures and flow rates to 
displace and circulate fluids during tfie installation of ttie apparatus 900. 

The various elements of ttie mandrel 906 may be coupled using any number 
of conventional process such as. for example, ttireaded connections, welded 
25 connections or cementing. Ina prefened embodiment, ttie various elements of ttie 
mandrel 906 are coupled using ttireaded connections and cementing. 

The shoe 908 preferably inchides a housing 954, a body of cement 956, a 
sealing sleeve 958, an extension tube 960, a fluid passage 962. and one or more 
outiet jets 964. 

30 The housing 954 is coupled to ttie body ofcement 956 and ttie lower portion 
914 of ttie tubular member 902. During operation of tfie apparatus 900, ttie housing 
954 preferably couples ttie lower portionof ttie tubular member 902 to ttie shoe 908 
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to facilitate the extrusion and positioning of the tubular meml)er 902. Preferably, 
the housing 954 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The housing 954 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, steel or aluminum. In a 
5 prefened embodiment, the housing 954 is fabricated from aluminum in order to 
optimally provide drillability of the housing 954. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the interior surface of the housing 
954 Includes one or more protmsions to faciliate the connection between the body 
of cement 956 and the housing 954. 
1 0 The body of cement 956 is coupled to the housing 954, and the sealing sleeve 
958. In a prefen-ed embodiment, the composition of the body of cement 956 is 
selected to permit the body of cement to be easily drilled out using conventional 
drilling machines and processes. 

The composition of ttie body of cement 956 may include any number of 
15 conventional cement compositions. In an alternative embodiment, a driUable 
material such as, for example, aluminum or Iron may be substituted for the body 
of cement 956. 

The sealing sleeve 958 is coupled to the body of cement 956. tiie extension 
tube 960. the fluid passage 962. and one or more outiet jets 964. During operation 
20 of the apparatus 900, tfie sealing sleeve 958 preferably is adapted to convey a 

hardenablefluidic material from the fluid passage 952 fnto ttiefluidpassage962 and 
tiien into Uie outiet jets 964 in order to inject the hardenable fluidic material into an 
annular region external to tfie tubular member 902. In a preferred embodiment, 
during operation of tfie apparatus 900, the sealing sleeve 958 further includes an 

25 inIetgeometiytfiatpermitsaconventionalplugordart974tobecomelodgedinUie 
inlet of ttie sealing sleeve 958. In ttiis manner, tfie fluid passage 962 may be 

blocked tfierebyfluidicly isolating ttieinteriorregion966of tfie tubularmember902. 

Inaprefen^edembodiment. tfie sealing sleeve 958 hasasubstantially annular 
cross-section. The sealing sleeve 958 may be fabricated from any number of 
30 conventional commerdaUy avaUable materials such as. for example, steel, 
aluminum or cast iron. In a prefened embodiment, ttie seaUng sleeve 958 is 



ikbricated from aJuminum in order to optimaay provide drillabiliVof lie sealing 
sleeve 958. 

The ejrtension tube 960 is coupled to the sealing sleeve 958, the fluid 
passage 962, andt)ne or more outlet jets 964. During operation of the apparatus 
6 900, the extension tube 960 preferably is adapted to convey a hardenable fluidic 
material from the fluid passage 952 into the fluid passage 962 and then into the 
outlet jets 964 in order to inject the hardenable fluidic material into an annular 
region external to the tubular member 902. In a preferred embodiment, during 
operation of the apparatus 900. the sealing sleeve 960 further includes an inlet 

10 geometiy that permits a conventional phig or dart 974 to become lodged in the 
inlet of the sealing sleeve 968. In this manner, the fluid passage 962 is blocked 

therebyfluidicfyisolatingtheinteriorregion966ofthetttbularmember902. In 
a preferred embodiment, one end of the extension tube 960 mates with one end of 
the spacer 938 m order to optimally fadliate the transfer of material between the 
15 two. 

In a preferred embodiment, the extension tube 960 has a substantially 
annularcross-section. Theextensiontube960maybefebricatedfromanynumber 
of conventional commerdaUy available materials such as, for example, steel, 
aluminum or cast hron. In a prefer^ embodiment, the extension tube'960 is' 
20 fabricated from alumuxum in order to optimally provide drillability of the 
extension tube 960. 

The fluid passage 962 is coupled to the sealing sleeve 958, the extension 
tube 960, and one or more outlet jets 964. During operation of the apparatus 900, 
the fluid passage 962 is preferably conveys hardenable fluidic materials. In a 
25 preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 962 is positioned about the centerline of 
the apparatus 900. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 962 
ia adapted to convey hardenable fluidic materials at pressures and flow rate 

ranging ftomabout0to620.52813bar(0to9,000psi)and0toll356.2355(0ta 3.000 
gallons^) in order to optimaUy provide fluids at operationaUy effici«t rates. 

30 Theoutletjets964arecoupledtofchesealing8leeve958.theextensiontube * 

960, and the fluid passage 962. During operation of the apparatus 900, the outlet 
_ jets 964 preferably convey hardenable fluidic material from the fluid passage 962 
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^ to the region exterior ofthe apparatus 900. ti'aprefei^ embo'dim^t. the shoe 
908 includes a plurality of outlet jets 964. 

In a preferred embodiment, the outlet jets 964 comprise passages drilled in 
the housing 964 and the body of cement 956 in order to simplify the construction 
5 of the apparatus 900. 

The various elements of the shoe 908 may be coupled using any number of 
conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, cement or 
machined from one piece of material. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
elements of the shoe 908 are coupled using cement. 
10 In a preferred embodiment, the assembly 900 is operated substantially as 

described above with reference to Rgs. 1-8 to create a new section of casing in a 
wellbore or to repair a wellbore casing or pipeline. 

In particular, in order to extend a wellbore into a subterranean formation, 
a driU string is used in a well known manner to drill out material from the' 
15 subterranean formation to form a new section. 

The apparatus 900 for forming a wellbore casing in a subterranean 
formation isthenpositionedin the newsectionofthe wellbore. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the apparatus 900 includes the tubular member 915. In a 
preferred embodiment, a hardenable fluidic sealing hardenable fluidic sealing 
20 °^terial is then pumped from a surface location into the fluid passage 918. The 

hardenablefluidicsealingmaterialthenpasses from the fluidpassage918 into the 
mterior region 966 of the tubular member 902 below the mandrel 906. The 
hardenable fluidic sealing material then passes from the interior region 966 into 
the fluid passage 962. The hardenable fluidic sealing material then exite tiie 
25 ^P-a^-s 900 via the outlet jets 964 and fills an annular region between the 
exterior of the tubular member 902 and the interior wall of the new section of the 

wellbore. Continuedpumpingofthehardenablefluidicsealingmaterialcausesthe 
material to fill up at least a portion of the annular region. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material is preferably pumped into the 
30 anmdar «gioB ., q,^ „^ ^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^^^^^ b„ (0 to 5 000 

P«) and 0 «. 5678.1,77 Wn»nutc (0 to 1.500 gaDon^). ^,vcly. In a pref«cd «nbodin«n, 
the hardenable fluidic sealing material is pmnpcd into the annular region at pressures 
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and now rates that are designed for the speciHc wellbore section in order to 
optimize the displacement of the hardenabJe Huidic sealing material while not 
creating high enough circulating pressures such that circulation might be lost and 
that could cause the wellbore to collapse. The optimum pressures and flow rates 
5 are preferably detennined using conventional empirical methods. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
for example, slag mbc, cement or epoxy. In a prefen^ed embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material comprises blended cements designed 
10 specifically for tiie weU section being lined available from Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide support for the new hibular 
member while also maintaining optimal flow characteristics so as to minimize 

operationaldifllculties during thedlsplacement of the cementin the annular region. 

The optimum composition of Uie blended cements is preferably deteimined using 
15 conventional empirical mettiods. 

The annular region preferably is filled with the hardenable fluidic sealing 

material in sufficient quantities to ensure tiiat, upon radial expansion of tiie tubular 

member 902. the annular region of tfie new section of the weUbore will be fiUed 

with hardenable material. 

20 Once the annular region has been adequately filled with hardenable fluidic 

sealing material.aplug or dart 974, or ottier similar device, preferably is introduced 
into tiie fluid passage 962 thereby fluidicly isolating the interior region 966 of tiie 
tubular member 902 from the external annular region. In a preferred embodiment, 
a non hardenable fluidic material is then pumped into the interior region 966 

25 causing the interior region 966 to pressurize. In a particulariy preferred 
embodiment, the plug or dart 974. or otfier similar device, preferably Is Introduced 
into Uie fluid passage 962 by introducing the plug or dart 974, or other similar device 
into Uie non hardenable fluidic material. In this manner, the amount of cured 
material within the Interior of the tubular members 902 and 9 1 5 is minimized. 

30 Once tiie interior region 966 becomes suffidentfy pressurized, the tubular 
members 902 and 915 are extnided off of the mandrel 906. The mandrel 906 may 
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\ befixedoritmaybeexpandible. During the OTfaTasion'pi^ss/thB mandrel 9^^ 
is raised out of tlie es^anded portions of the tubular members 902 and 916 using 
the support mramber 904. Duringthis extrusion process, the shoe 908 is preferably 
substantially stationaiy. 
5 The plug or dart 974 is prrferably placed into the fluid passage 962 by 
introducing the plug or dart 974 into the fluid passage 918 at a surface location in 
a conventional manner. The plug or dart 974 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available devices for plugging a fluid passage such as, 
for example. Multiple Stage Cementer (MSG) latch-down plug, Omega latch-down 
10 plug or three-wiper latch down plug modified in accordance with the teachings of 
the present disclosure. Inapreferred embodiment, the phig or dart 974compri8e8 
a MSG latch-down plugavailable from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 

After placement of the plug or dart 974 in the fluid passage 962, the non 
hardenable fluidic material is preferably pumped into the interior region 966 at 
15 pressures and flow rates ranging fiom proximately 34.473 to 620.528 1 3 bar (500 to 
9,000 psO and 151.4164 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (40 to 3.000 gallons/min) in order to 
optimally extrade the tubular members 902 and 915 off of the mandrel 906. 

For typical tubular njembas 902 and 915. the oatu^ ^q- 
of the expandable n»ndrel wiU begin when the pressure of the interior region 966 reaches approximately 
34.473 to 620J28I3 bar (500 to 9.000 psi). m a prefened embodiaent. the extrusion of the tubular 
»«nber» 902 and 915 off of the mandrel 906 begins «hen the pressure o 

approximately 82.7352 to 586.041 bar (1.200 to 8.500 psi) with a flow rate of about 151.4164 to 
4731.7648 litres/minute (40 to 1250 gallons/tannute). 

During the extrusion process, the mandrel 906 may be raised out of the expanded 
portions of the htbnlar members 902 and 915 at rates ranging, for example, fiom about 0 
25 to 1.524 m/5(0 to 5 ft/sec). In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the 
mandrel 906 is raised out of the expanded portions of the tubular members 902 and 915 
at rates ranging fiom about 0 to 0.6096 m/s (0 to 2 £l/sec) in order to optimally provide 
pulling speed fast enough to permit efiicient operation and permit fiiU expansion of the 
tubularmembers 902 and 915 prior to curing of the hardenable fluidic sealing material; 
but not so fast that timely adjustment of opaaling parameters during operation is 
30 prevented. 



When the upper end portion of the tubular member 9*15 is 'extruded off of the 
mandrel 906, the outersuiface of the upper end portionof the tubular member 91 5 
will preferably contact the interior surface of the lower end portion of the existing 
casing to form an fluid tight overlapping joint. The contact pressure of the 
5 overlapping joint may range, for example, from approximately 3.447379 to 
1 ,278.9514 bar (50 to 20,000 psi). In aprefened embodiment, the contact pressure 
of the overlapping joint between the upper end of the tubular member 91 5 and the 
existing section of wellbore casing ranges from approximately 27.579028 to 
689.4757 bar (400 to 10.000 psi) in order to optimally provide contact pressure to 
1 0 acUvate the sealing membere and provide optimal resistance such that the tubular 

member915and existing wellbore casing will cany typical tensile and compressive 
loads. 

In a prefen-ed embodiment, Uie operating pressure and flow rate of the non 
hardenable fluidic material will be controUably ramped down when the mandrel 
15 906reachestheupperendportionofthetubularmember915. In this manner, the 
sudden release of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubular 
member 915 off of the expandable mandrel 906 can be minimized. In a preferred 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion 
hom 100% to about 10% during the end of the extrusion process beginning when 

20 themandrel906hascompletedapproximalelyallbutaboutthelast 1.524m(5feet) 
of the extmsion process. 

In an alternative preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and/or flow 
rate of the hardenable fluidic sealing material and/or the non hardenable fluidic 
material are controUed during all phases of the operation of the apparatus 900 to 
25 minimize shock. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absori>er is provided in the support 
member 904 in order to absort) tiie shock caused by the sudden release of 
pressure. 

Altematively, or in combination, a mandrel catching structure is provided 

30 abovethesupportmember904inordertocatchoratleastdeceleratethemandrel 
906. 

Once the extrusion process is completed, the mandrel 906 Is removed from 
the wellbore. In a prefened embodiment, either before or after the removal of the 



mandrel 906, the integrity of the fluidic seal of the overlapping joint between the 
upper portion of the tubular member 915 and the lower portion of the existing 
casing is tested using conventional methods. If the fluidic seal of the overlapping 
joint between the upper portion of the tubular member 915 and the lower portion 
5 of the existing casing Is satlsfactoiy, then the uncured portion of any of the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material within the expanded tubular member 9 1 5 is then 
removed in a conventional manner. The hardenable fluidic sealing material within 
the annular region between the expanded tubular member 915 and the existing 
casing and new section of wellbore Is then allowed to cure. 
1 0 Preferably any remaining cured hardenable fluidic sealing material within the 

interior of the expanded tubular members 902 and 915 is then removed In a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string. The resulUng new section 
of casing preferably Includes the expanded tubular members 902 and 915 and an 
outer annular layer of cured hardenable fluidic sealing material. The bottom portion 
15 of the apparatus 900 comprising the shoe 908 may then be removed by drilling out 
the shoe 908 using conventional drilling methods. 

In an altemalive embodiment, during the extrusion process, it may be 
necessary to remove the entire apparatus 900 from the interior of the wellbore due 
to a malfunction. In this circumstance, a conventional drill string is used to drill out 
20 the interior sections of the apparatus 900 in order to facilitate the removal of the 
remaining sections. In a prefened embodiment, the interior elements of the 
apparatus 900 are fabricated from materials such as, for example, cement and 
aluminum. Uiat permit a conventional driU string lo be employed to drill out the 
interior components. 

25 In particular, in a preferred embodiment, the composition of the Interior 
sections of the mandrel 906 and shoe 908, Including one or more of the body of 
cement 932, the spacer 938, Uie sealing sleeve 942, the upper cone retainer 944, the 
lubricator mandrel 946, the lubricator sleeve 948, the guide 950, the housing 954, the 
body of cement 956, the sealing sleeve 958, and the extension tube 960. are 

30 selected to permit at least some of these components to be driUed out using 
conventional drilling methods and apparatus. In this manner. In the event of a 
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malfunction downhoie, the apparatus 900 may be easily removed from the 
wellbore. 

Refemng now to Figs. lOa, 10b, 10c, lOd, lOe, lOf, and lOg a method and 
apparatus for creating a tie-back liner in a wellbore will now be described. As 
5 Illustrated in Fig. IOa,aweUbore 1000 positioned in a subterranean formation 1002 
includes a first casing 1004 and a second casing 1006. 

The first casing 1004 preferably Includes a tubular liner 1008 and a cement 
annulus 1010. The second casing 1006 preferably includes a tubular liner 1012 and 
a cement annulus 1014. In a preferred embodiment, the second casing 1006 is 
10 formed by expanding a tubular member substantially as described above with 
reference to Figs. l-9c or below with reference to Figs. 1 la-1 If. 

In a particularly prefen^d embodiment, an upper portion of the tubular liner 
1012 overlaps v>ath a lower portion of the tubular liner 1008. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, an outer surface of the upper portion of ttie tubular liner 
15 1012 includes one or more seaUng members 1016 for providing a fluidic seal 
between the tubular liners 1008 and 1012. 

Referring to Fig. 1 Ob, in order to create a tie-back liner that extends from the 
overiap between the first and second casings, 1004 and 1006, an apparatus 1 100 is 
preferably provided that includes an expandable mandrel or pig 1 105, a tubular 
20 member 1 1 1 0, a shoe 1115, one or more cup seals 1 1 20. a fluid passage 1 1 30, a fluid 

passage 1135. one or more fluid passages 1140, seals 1145, andasupport member 
1150. 

The expandable mandrel or pig 1 105 is coupled to and supported by the 
support member 1150. The expandable mandrel 1105 Is preferably adapted to 

25 controllably expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 1105 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available expandable 
mandrels modified In accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In 
a prefen-ed embodiment, the expandable mandrel 1105 comprises a hydraulic 
expansion tool substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,348,095. Uie disclosure 

30 of vk^ich Is incorporated herein by reference, modified in accordance witii the 
teachings of the present disclosure. 



h3 



The tubular member 1 1 10 Is coupled to and supported'by the'expandable mandrel 
1 105. The tubular member 1 105 is expanded in the radial direction and extmded off of the 
expandable mandrel 1 105. The tubular member 1 1 10 may be 

fabricated from any number of materials such as. for example, Oilfield Country Tubular 
5 Goods. 13 chromium tubing or plastic piping. In a prefeired embodiment, the tubular 

member 11 10 is fabricated from Oilfield Country Tubular Goods. 

The inner and outer diameters ofthe tubular member 1 1 10 may range, for example, 

from approximately 1.905 to 119.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 

to 48 inches), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the inner and outer diameters of 
10 the tubular member 1 1 10 range from about 7.62 to 39.37 cms (3 to 15.5 inches) and 8.89 

to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), rcspecthrely in order to optimally provide coverage for 

typical oilfield casing sizes. The tubular member 1110 preferably comprises a soUd 

member. 

In a prefened embodiment, the upper end portion of the tubular member 1 1 10 is 
15 slotted, perforated, or otherwise modified to catch or slow down the mandrel 1 105 when 
it completes the exinjsion of tubular member 1 1 10. In a preferred embodiment, the length 
of the tubular member 11 10 Is limited to minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical 
tubularmember 1 1 lOmaterials, the length of the tubular member 1 1 lOlspreferablylimlted 
to between about 12.192 to 6.096m (40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 
20 Hieshoe lllSiscouiiledtotheexpandablemandrel 1105andthetubularmember 

1 1 10. The shoe 1115 Includes the fiuld passage 1 135. The shoe 1115 may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available shoes such as, for example, Super Seal n 
float shoe, Super Seal 11 Down-Jet float shoe or a guide shoe with a seaUng sleeve for a latch 
down phjg modified In accordance with ttie teachings of the present disclosure. In a 

25 prefened embodiment, the shoe 1115 cmnprises an aluminum down-jet guide shoe wltti 
a seaBng sleeve for a latch*down plug with side ports radiating off of the exit flow port 
available firom Halliburton Energy Services In Dallas, TX, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure, in order to cq>timally guide the tubular member 1 100 
to the overiap between the tubular member 1 100 and the casing 1012, optimafly fluididy 

30 isolate the interior of the tubular member 1 100 alter the latch down plug has seated, and 
optimally pemiit drilling out of the shoe 1115 after completion of ttie expansion and 
cementing operations. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1115 includes one or more side outlet 
ports 1 140 in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 1 135. In this manner, 



^ Jieshoe 11 15 injects hardenablefluidicsealiiinmterial into ilie region ^^^^ 
shoe 1115 and tubular member 1110. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe ill5 
includes one or more of the fluid passages 1140 each having an inlet geometry that 
can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In this manner, the fluid passages 

5 1140 can be sealed off by uxtroducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements into 

the fluid passage 1130. 

The cup seal 1120 is coupled to and supported by the support member 1 150. 
The cup seal 1120 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior region of 
the tubular member 1110 acUacent to the expandable mandrel 1105. The cup seal 
10 1120 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available cup seals 
such as, for example, TP cups or Selective Iiy ection Packer (SIP) cups modified in 
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
embodiment, the cup seal 1120 comprises a SIP cup, available from Halliburton 
Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a barrier to debris and 

15 containabody of lubricant. 

The fluid passage 1130 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the expandable 
mandrel 1105. The fluid passage 1130 is coupled to and positioned within the 
support member 1150 and the expandable mandrel 1106. The fluid passage 1130 

20 preferably extends from a position adjacent to the surface to the bottom of the 
ejqjandable mandrel 1105. The fluid passage 1130 is preferably positioned along 
a centerline of the apparatus 1100. The fluid passage 1130 is preferably selected 
to transport materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and 
pressures ranging from about 0 to 1 1356.2355 Uties/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) 

25 and 0 to 620.528 13 bar (0 to 9.000 psi) in order to optimaUy provide sufficient operating 
pressures to circulate fluids at operational efficient rates. 

The fluid passage 1135 permitsfluidicmaterialsto be transmitted fromfluid 
passage 1130 to the interior of the tubular member 1110 below the mandrel 1105. 
The fluid passages 1140 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 

30 from the region exterior to the tubular member 1110 and shoe 1115. The fluid 
passages 1140 are coupled to and positioned within the shoe 1115 in fluidic 

~ communication with the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the 
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( expandable mandrel 1105. The Huid passai^ 1140 preferably haVe a cross- 
sectional shape thatpenmtsaplug.orotfiersiinnar device, tobeplacedinthenuid 

passages 1140 to thereby block further passage of fluidic materials. In this 
nwnner. the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the expandable 
5 mandrel 1105 can be fluididy isolated from the region exterior to the tubular 
member 1105. This permits the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below 

the expandable mandrel 1105 to be pressurized. 

The fluidpassages 1140 arepreferably positioned alongthe periphery of the 

shoe 1115. The fluid passages 1140 are preferably selected to convQr materials 
10 such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from 

about 0 to 1 1356.2355 Utres/minute (0 to 3.000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 62.52813 bar (0 
to 9,000 psi) in order to optimaUy fiU the annular region between the tubular member 
1 1 10 and the tubular liner 1008 with fluidic materials. In a preferred embodiment, the 
fluid passages 1 140 include an inlet geometry that can receive a dart and/or a baU sealing 
member, to this manner, the fluid passages 1 140 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, 
dart and/or baU sealing elements into the fluid passage 1 130. In a preferred embodiment, 
the apparatus 1 100 includes a plurality of fluid passage 1 140. 

In an alternative embodiment, the base of the shoe 1115 inchides a single 
inlet passage coupled to the fluid passages 1140 that is adapted to receive a plug. 
20 or other similar device, to permit the interior region of the tubular member 1110 
to be fluidicly isolated from the exterior of the tubular member 1110. 

. The seals 1145 are coupled to and supported by a lower end portion of the 
tubular member 1110. The seals 1145 are further positioned on an outer surface 
of the lower end portion of the tubular member 1110. The seals 1145 permit the 
25 overlapping johat between the upper end portion of the casing 1012 and the lower 
end portion of the tubular member 1110 to be fltiididy sealed. 

The seals 1145 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
avaUable seals such as. for example, lead, nibber. Teflon™ or epoxy seals modified 
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
30 embodiment, the seals 1146 comprise seals molded from Stratalock epoxy available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a 



aydraulic seal in the overlappingjoint and optimaUy provide load carrying capacity 
to withstand the range of typical tensile and compressive loads. 
^ In a preferred embodiment, the seals 1145 are selected to optimally provide 

a sufficient frictional force to support the expanded tubiilar member 1110 from the 
5 tubvdar liner 1008. In' a preferred embodiment, the frictional force provided by the 
seals 1 145 ranges from about 68.94757 to 68, 947.57 bar (1,000 to 1.000, 000 Ibf) in tension and 
conq>rcssion in order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 1110. 

The support member 1150 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 1105, 
tubular member 1110, shoe 1115, and seal 1120. The support member 1150 
10 preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to cany the 
apparatus 1100 into the wellbore 1000. In a preferred embodiment, the support 
member 1160 further includes one or more conventional centralizers (not 
illustrated) to help stabilize the tubular member 1110. 

In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of lubricant 1150 is provided in the 
15 annular region above the expandable mandrel 1105 within the interior of the 
tubular member 1110. In this manner, the extrusion of the tubular member 1110 
_ off of the expandable mandrel 1105 is fadUtated. The lubricant 1150 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available lubricants such as, 
for example Lubriplate™, chlorine based lubricants or Climax 1500 Antisieze (3100). 
20 In a preferred embodiment, the lubricant 1150 comprises Caimax 1500 Antiseize 
(3100) available from Climax Lubricants and Equipment Co. in Houston, TX in 
order to optimally provide lubrication for the extrusion process. 

In a preferred embodiment, the support member 1 150 is thoroxighly cleaned 
prior to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparatus 1100. In this 
25 manner, theintroductionoffordgnmaterialintotheapparatusllOOisniin^ 
This minimizes the possibility of foreign material clogging the various flow 
passages and valves of the apparatus 1100 and to ensure that no foreign material 
interferes with the es^ansion mandrel 1105 during the extrusion process. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the apparatus 1100 includes a 
30 packer 1155 coupled to the bottom section of the shoe 1116 for fluidicly isolating 
the region of the wellbore 1000 below the apparatus 1100. In this manner, fluidic 
' materials are prevented from entering the region of the wellbore 1000 below the 



apparatus 1100. The packer 1155 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available packers such as, for example, EZ Drill Packer, EZ SV Packer 
or a drillable cement retainer. In a preferred embodiment, the packer 1155 
comprises an EZ Drill Packer available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, 
5 TX. In an alternative embodiment, a high gel strength pill may l>e set below the tie- 
back in place of the packer 1 155. In another altemative embodiment, the packer 
1155 maybe omitted. 

In a prefeired embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 1 100 
within the wellbore 1 100, a couple of wellbore volumes are circulated in order to 
10 ensure that no foreign materials are located within the wellbore 1000 that might 
clog up the various flow passages and valves of the apparatus 1 100 and to ensure 
that no foreign material interferes with the operation of the expansion mandrel 
1105. 

As illustrated in Fig. 10c, a hardenable fluidic sealing material 1 160 is then 

1 5 pumped from a surface location into the fluid passage 1 1 30. The material 1 1 60 then 
passes from the fluid passage 1 130 into the interior region of the tubular member 
1110 below the expandable mandrel 1 1 05. The material 1 1 60 then passes from the 
interior region of the tubular member 1110 into the fluid passages 1140. The 
material 1 1 60 then exits the apparatus 1 1 00 and fills the annular region between the 

20 exterior of the tubular member 1 1 10 and the interior wall of the tubular liner 1008. 
Continued pumping of the material 1 1 60 causes the material 11 60 to fill up at least 
a portion of the annular region. 

The materia] 1 1 60 may be pumped into the annular region at pressures and 
flow rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5,000 psi) and 

25 0 to 5678.1177 litres/minute (0 to 1,500 gallons/min), respectively. In a prefened 
embodiment, the material 1 1 60 is pumped into the armular region at pressures and 
flow rates specifically designed for the casing sizes l>eing run, the annular spaces 
being filled, the pumping equipment available, and the properties of the fluid being 
pumped. The optimum flow rates and pressures are preferably calculated using 

30 conventional empirical methods. 
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The hardenable fluidic sealing material 1 160 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material 1 160 comprises blended cements specifically 
5 designed for well section being tied-back, available from Halliburton Energy 
Sendees in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide proper support for the tubular 
member 1 1 10 while maintaining optimum flow characteristics so as to minimize 
operational difficulties during the displacement of cement in the annular region. 
The opUmum blend of the blended cements are preferably determined using 
10 convenUonal empirical methods. 

The annular region may be filled with the material 1160 in sufficient 
quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 1110, the 
annular region will be filled v^ath material 1 160. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 Od, once the annular region has been adequately filled 
15 withmalcrial "60, one or more plugs 11 65, or other similar devices, preferably are 
introduced into the fluid passages 1 1 40 thereby fluididy isolating the interior region 
of the tubular member 1110 from the annular region external to the tubularmember 
1 1 10. In a preferred embodiment, a non hardenable fluidic material 1 161 is then 
pumped into the interior region of ttie tubular member 1 1 10 below the mandrel 
20 1105 causing the interior region to pressurize. In a particulariy preferred 
embodiment, the one ormore plugs 1 165. or other similar devices, are introduced 
into the fluid passage 1140 with the introduction of the non hardenable fluidic 
material. In this manner, the amount of hardenable fluidic material within the 
interior of the tubular member 1 110 is minimized. 
25 As illustrated in Fig. lOe. once the interior region becomes sufficientiy 
pressurized, the tubular member 1 1 1 0 is extruded off of the expandable mandrel 
1 105. During the extnision process, tiie expandable mandrel 1 105 Is raised out of 
the expanded portion of the tubular member 1110. 

The plugs 1165 are preferably placed into Uie fluid passages 1140 by 
30 inb^odudng the plugs 1 165 into ttie fluid passage 1 130 at a surface location in a 
conventional manner. The plugs 11 65 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available devices from plugging a fluid passage such as. for example. 



brass balls, plugs, rubber balls, or darts modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. 

In a preferred embodiment, the plugs 1165 comprise low density rubber balls. In an 
alternative embodiment, for a shoe 1 105 having a common central inlet passage, the plugs 1 165 
5 comprise a single latch down dart 

After placement of the plugs 1 165 in the fluid passages 11 40, the non hardenable 
fluidic materia] 1 161 is preferably pumped into the interior region of the tubular member 
1 1 10 below the mandrel 1 105 at pressures and flow rates ranging from approximately 
34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9.000 psi) and 151.4164 to 1 13,562.355 Utres/minute (40 to 
1 0 30,000 gallons/min). In a preferred embodiment, after placement of the plugs 1165 in the 
fluid passages 1140, the non hardenable fluidic material 1161 is preferably pumped into the 
interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the mandrel 1 105 at pressures and flow 
rates ranging from approximately 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1200 to 8500 psi) and 151.4164 to 
4731 .7648 litres/minute (40 to 1250 gallons/min) in order to optimally provide extrusion of 
15 typical tubulars. 

For typical tubular members 1 1 10, the extrusion of the tubular member 1 1 10 off of the 
expandable mandrel 1 105 will beginwhen the pressure of the interior region of the tubular member 
1110 below the mandrel 1 1 05 reaches, for example, approximately 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1 200 to 
8500 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the extrusion of the tubular member 1 110 off of the 

20 expandable mandrel 1 105 l>egins when the pressure of the interior region of the tubular member 
1110 below the mandrel 1 105 reaches approximately 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1200 to 8500 psi). 

During the extrusion process, the e^andable mandrel 1 105 may be raised 
out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 1110 at rates ranging, for 
example, from about 0 to 1.524 m/s (0 to 5 ft/sec). In a preferred embodiment, 

25 during the extmsion process, the expandable mandrel 1105 is raised out of the 
expanded portion of the tubular member 11 10 at rates ranging from about 0 to 
0.6096 m/s (0 to 2 ft/sec) in order to optimally provide permit adjustment of 
operational parameters, and optimally ensure that the extrusion process will be 
completed before the material 1 160 cures. 

30 In a prefen^ embodiment, at least a portion 1 180 of the tubular member 
1 1 10 has an internal diameter less than the outside diameter of the mandrel 1 105. 
In this manner, when the mandrel 1 105 expands the section 1 180 of the tubular 
member 1 1 10, at least a portion of the expanded section 1 180 effects a seal with at 
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least the wellbore casing 1012. In a particulariypre'fenrecf embodiment, thesealis 
effected by compressing the seals 1016 between the expanded section 1 180 and 
the wellbore casing 1012. In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the 
joint between the expanded section 1 180 of the tubular member 1 1 10 and the 
5 casing 1012 ranges from about 34.473785 to 689.6757 bar (500 to 1 0,000 psi) in order 
to optimally provide pressure to activate the sealing members 1 145 and provide 
optimal resistance to ensure that the joint will withstand ^ical extremes of tensile 
and compressive loads. 

In an alternative preferred embodiment, substantially all of the entire length 
10 of the tubular member 1 1 1 0 has an internal diameter less than the outside diameter 
of the mandrel 1 105. In this manner, extmsion of the hibular member 1 1 1 0 by the 
mandrel 1 1 05 results in contact between substantially all of ttie expanded tubular 
member 1 1 10 and tfie existing casing 1 008. In a preferred embodiment, ttie contact 
pressure of the joint between ttie expanded tubular member 1 1 1 0 and ttie casings 
15 1008 and 1012 ranges from about 34.473785 to 689.6757 bar (500 to 10,000 psi) in 
order to optimally provide pressure to activate ttie sealing members 1145 and 
provide optimal resistance to ensure ttiat ttie joint will witiistand typical extremes 
of tensile and compressive loads. 

In a preferred embodiment, ttie operating pressure and flow rate of ttie 
20 material 1 161 is controllably ramped down when ttie expandable mandrel 1 105 
reaches ttie upper end portion of the tubular member 1110. In ttiis manner, ttie 
sudden release of pressure caused by tfie complete extiusion of ttie tubular 
member 1 1 lOoffof ttie expandable mandrel 1 105 can be minimized. Inapreferred 
embodiment, ttie operating pressure of ttie fluidic material 1 161 is reduced in a 
25 substantially linear fashion from 100%toabout 10% during tiie end of ttie extmsion 
process beginning when ttie mandrel 1 105 has completed approximately all but 
about 1 .524m (5 feet) of ttie extrusion process. 

Altematively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in ttie support 
member 1150 in order to absorb ttie shock caused by ttie sudden release of 
30 pressure. 



Alternatively, or in combination, a mandrel catcliing structure isprovided in 
the upper end portion of the tubular member 1 110 in order to catch or at least 
decelerate the mandrel 1 105. 

Referring to Fig. lOf, once the extnjslon process is completed, the 
5 expandable mandrel 1105 is removed from the wellbore 1000. In a preferred 
embodiment, either before or after the removal of the expandable mandrel 1 105, 
the integrity of the fluidic seal of the joint between the upper portion of the tubular 
member 1110 and the upper portion of the tubular liner 1108 is tested using 
conventional methods. If the fluidic seal of the joint between the upper portion of 
10 the tubular member 1110 and the upper portion of the tubular liner 1008 is 
satisfactory, then the uncured portion of Uie material 1 160 within the expanded 
tubular member 11 1 0 is ttien removed in a conventional manner. The material 1 1 60 
witiiin tiie annular region between ttie tubular member 1 110 and the tubular liner 
1008 is then allowed to cure. 
1 5 As illustrated in Fig. 1 Of, preferably any remaining cured material 1 1 60 wittiin 

tfie interior of the expanded tubular member 1110 is tiien removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill suing. The resulting tie-back liner 
of casing 1 1 70 includes tiie expanded tubular member 1 1 1 0 and an outer annular 
layer 1 1 75 of cured material 1 160. 

20 As illustrated in Fig. I Og, the remaining bottom portion of tfie apparatus 1100 
comprising ttie shoe 11 15 and packer 1 155 Is ttien preferably removed by drilUng 
out ttie shoe 1 1 15 and packer 1155 using conventional driUing mettwds. 

Inaparticulariy preferred embodiment, ttie apparatus 1 100 incorporates ttie 
apparatus 900. 

25 Refening now to Figs. 1 la-1 If. an embodiment of an apparatus and mettiod 
for hanging a tubular liner off of an existing wellbore casing will now be descnljed. 
As iUustrated in Fig. 1 1 a. a weUbore 1200 is positioned in a subterranean formation 
1205. The wellbore 1200 includes an existing cased section 1210 having a tubular 
casing 1215 and an annular outer layer of cement 1 220. 

30 In order to extend ttie weUbore 1200 into tiie subterranean fomiation 1205. 
a drill suing 1225 is used in a well knovm manner to drill out material from ttie 
subten^ean formation 1205 to form a new section 1 230. 
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As illustrated in Fig. 1 lb, an apparatus 1300 for fomiing a wellbore casing in 
a subtenranean fomiation is then positioned In the new section 1 230 of the wellbore 
100. The apparatus 1300 preferably includes an expandable mandrel or pig 1305, 
a tubular member 1310, a shoe 1315, a fluid passage 1320, a fluid passage 1330, a 
5 fluid passage 1335, seals 1340, a support member 1345, and a wiper plug 1350. 

The expandable mandrel 1305 is coupled to and supported by the support 
member 1345. The expandable mandrel 1 305 is preferably adapted to controllably 
expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 1305 may comprise any 
numt>er of conventional commercially available expandable mandrels modifled in 
10 accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
embodiment, the expandable mandrel 1305 comprises a hydraulic expansion tool 
substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,348,095, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference, modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. 

1 5 The tubular meml>er 1 3 1 0 is coupled to and supported by the expandable mandrel 

1 305. The tubular member 1 3 1 0 is preferably expanded in the radial direction and extruded 
ofT of the expandable mandrel 1 305. The tubular member 1310 may be fabricated from any 
numt>er of materials such as, for example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods (OCTG), 13 
chromium steel tubing/casing or plastic casing. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular 

20 member 1310 is fabricated from OCTG. The inner and outer diameters of the tubular 
member 1310 may range, for example, from approximately 1 .905 to 1 1 9.38 cms (0.75 to 47 
inches) and 2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches), respecthrely. In a preferred 
emtxxliment, the inner and outer diameters of the tubular member 1310 range from about 
7.62 to 39.37 cms (3 to 15.5 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), respecth^ly 

25 in order to optimally provide minimal telescoping effect in the most commonly 
encountered weUtx>re sizes. 

In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 1310 includes an upper portion 
1355, an intermediate portion 1360, and a lower portion 1365. In a preferred embodiment, 
the wall thickness and outer diameter of the iq>per portion 1355 of the tubular member 

30 1310 range from about 0.375 to 3.81 cms (3/8 to 1 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3 to 
16 inches), respectively. In a preferred eml>odiment, the wall thickness and outer 
diameter of the intermediate portion 1360 of the tubular memt>er 1310 range from about 
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1.5825 to 1.905 cms (0.625 to 0.75 inches) and 7.62 to 48.26 cms (3 to 19 inches), 
respectively. In a prefen-ed embodiment, the wall thiclcness and outer diameter 
of the lower portion 1365 of the tubular member 1310 range from about 0.375 to 
3.81 cms (3/8 to 1 .5 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 (3.5 to 16 inches), respectively. 
5 In a particulaiiy preferred embodiment, the wall thickness of the 
intemiediate section 1360 of the tubular member 1310 is less than or equal to the 
wall thickness of the upper and lower sections, 1355 and 1365, of the tubular 
member 1310 in order to optimally faciliate the initiaUon of the extrusion process 
and optimally permit the placement of the apparahis in areas of the wellbore having 

10 tight clearances. 

The tubular member 1310 preferably comprises a solid member. In a 
prefen^ed embodiment, the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310 is 
sk>tted, perforated, or otherwise modified to catch or slow down the mcuidrel 1305 
when it completes the extrusion of tubular member 1310. In a preferred 

15 embodiment, the length of the tubular member 1310 Is limited to minimize the 
possibility ofbuckling. For typical tubular member 1310 materials, the length of the 
tubular member 1310 is preferably limited to between about 40 to 20,000 feet in 
length. 

The shoe 1315 is coupled to the tubular member 1310. The shoe 1315 
20 preferablyincludes fluid passages 1330 and 1335. The shoe 1315 may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available shoes such as, for example. Super 
Seal II float shoe, Super Seal II Down-Jet float shoe or guide shoe with a sealing 
sleeve for a latch-down phig modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. In a prefenred embodiment, the shoe 1315 comprises an 
25 aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch-down plug available 
ftom Halliburton Enei^ Services in Dallas, TX, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disck>sure, in order to optimally guide the tubular member 
1310 into the wellbore 1200, optimally fhiidicly isolate the interior of the tubular 
member 1310, and optimally permit the conq>lete drill out of the shoe 1315 upon 
30 the completion of the extrusion and cementing operations. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1315 further includes one or more side 
outlet ports in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 1330. In this manner, 
the shoe 1315 preferably injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into the r^on 
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outside the shoe 1315 and tubular member 1310. In a preferred embodiment, the 
shoe 1315 includes the fluid passage 1 330 having an inlet geometiy that can receive 
a fluidic sealing member In this manner, the fluid passage 1 330 can be sealed off 
by introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 1330. 
5 The fluid passage 1 320 pennits fluidic materials to be transported to and from 

theinteriorregionof the tubular member 1310belowthe expandable mandrel 1305. 
The fluid passage 1320 is coupled to and positioned within the support member 
1 345 and the e>q>andable mandrel 1 305. The fluid passage 1 320 preferably extends 
from a position adjacent to the surface to the bottom of the expandable mandrel 
10 1305. The fluid passage 1320 is preferably positioned along a centerline of the 
apparatus 1300. The fluid passage 1320 is preferably selected to transport materials 
such as cement, drilling mud, or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from 
about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/mlnute) and 0 to 620.52813 
bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order to optimally provide sufflcient operatir^ pressures to 
1 5 circulate fluids at operationally efficient rates. 

The fluid passage 1 330 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and from 
the region exterior to the tubular member 1310 and shoe 1315. The fluid passage 
1330 is coupled to and positioned within the shoe 1315 in fluidic communication 
with the interior region 1370 of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable 
20 mandrel 1305. The fluid passage 1330 preferably has a cross-sectional shape that 
pennits a plug, or other similar device, to be placed in fluid passage 1 330 to thereby 
block further passage of fluidic materials. In this manner, the interior region 1370 
of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable mandrel 1305 can be fluidicly 
isolated from the region exterior to the tubular member 1310. This pennits the 
25 interior region 1370 of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable mandrel 
1 305 to be pressurized. The fluid passage 1330 is preferably positioned substantially 
along the centerline of the apparatus 1300. 

The fluid passage 1330 is preferably selected to convey materials such as 
cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from alx)ut 0 
30 to 11356.2355 Utres/minute(0to3,000gallons/minute)and0to620.52813bar(0to 
9,000 psi) in order to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 
1310 and the new section 1230 of the wellbore 1200 with fluidic materials. In a 
preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 1330 
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includes an inlet geometry that can receive a dart and/or a bail sealing member. 
In this manner, the fluid passage 1 330 can be sealed off by Introducing a plug, dart 
and/or ball sealing elements Into the fluid passage 1320. 

The fluid passage 1335 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and from the 

5 region exterior to the tubular member 1310 and shoe 1315. The fluid passage 1335 is 
coupled to and positioned within the shoe 1315 in fluidic communication with the fluid 
passage 1330. The fluid passage 1335 is preferably positioned substantially along the 
centeriine of the apparatus 1300. The fluid passage 1335 is preferably selected to convey 
materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from 

1 0 about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3.000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 
9,000 psi) in order to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 1310 
and ttie new section 1230 of the weObore 1200 with fluidic materials. 

The seals 1 340 are coupled to and supported by the upper end portion 1 355 
of the tubular member 1310. The seals 1340 are further positioned on an outer 

15 surface of the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310. The seals 1340 
permit the overiapping joint t>etween the lower end portion of the casing 1215 and 
the upperportion 1355 of the tubularmember 1310 to be fluidicly sealed. The seals 
1 340 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available seals such 
as, for example, lead, mbber, Teflon™, or epoxy seals modified in accordance with 

20 the teachir^s of the present disclosure. In a preferred eml>odiment, the seals 1340 
comprise seals molded firom Stratalock epoxy available from Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a hydrauUc seal in the annulus 
of the overlapping joint while also creating optimal load bearing ca4>ability to 
withstand typical tensile and compresshre loads. 

25 In a preferred embodiment, the seals 1 340 are selected to optimally provide 

a sufficient frictional force to support the ejqpanded tubular member 1310 from the 
existing casing 1215. In a preferred embodiment, the frictional force provided by 
the seals 1340 ranges from about 68.94757 to 68,947.57 bar (UOOO to 1,000,000 Ibf) 
in order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 1310. 

30 The support member 1345 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 1305, tubular 

member 1310, shoe 1315, and seals 1340. The support member 1345 preferably comprises 
an annular member having sufiicient strength to cany the apparatus 1300 Into the new 
section 1230 of the wellbore 1200. In a preferred 



embodiment, the support member 1 345 further includes one or more conventional 
centralizers (not illustrated) to help stabilize the tubular member 1310. 

In a preferred embodiment, the support member 1 345 is thoroughly cleaned 
prior to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparatus 1300. In this manner, 
5 the introduction of foreign material into the apparatus 1300 is minimized. This 
minimizes the possibility of foreign material clogging the various flow passages and 
valves of the apparatus 1300 and to ensure that no foreign material interferes with 
the expansion process. 

The v^per plug 1 350 is coupled to the mandrel 1 305 within the interior region 
10 1370 of the tubular member 1310. The wiper plug 1350 includes a fluid passage 
1 375 that is coupled to the fluid passage 1320. The wiper plug 1350 may comprise 
one or more conventional commercially available wiper plugs such as, for example, 
Multiple Stage Cementer latch-down plugs, Omega latch-down plugs or three-wiper 
latch-down plug modified in accordance with the teachings of the present 
1 5 disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the wiper plug 1 350 comprises a Multiple 
Stage Cementer latch-down plug available fre>m Halliburton Enei^ Services in 
Dallas, TX modified in a conventional manner for releasable attachment to the 
expansion mandrel 1305. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 1300 
20 within the new section 1 230 of the wellbore 1 200, a couple of wellbore volumes are 
circulated in order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the 
wellbore 1200 that might clog up the various flow passages and vah^ of the 
apparatus 1 300 and to ensure that no foreign material interferes with the extrusion 
process. 

25 As illustrated in Fig. 1 Ic, a hardenable fiuidic sealing material 1380 is then 

pumped from a surface location into the fluid passage 1 320. The material 1 380 then 
passes from the fluid passage 1320, through the fluid passage 1375, and into the 
interior region 1370 of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable mandrel 
1305. The material 1380 then passes from the interior region 1370 into the fluid 

30 passage 1330. The material 1380 then exits the apparatus 1300 via the fluid passage 
1335 and fills the annular region 1 390 between the exterior of the tubular member 
1310 and the interior wall of the new section 1 230 of the wellbore 1 200. Continued 
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pumping of the material 1380 cauies the material ISde'tofi'll up at least a portion 
of the annular region 1390. 

The material 1 380 may be pumped into the annular region 1 390 at pressures 
and flow rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) 
5 and 0 to 5678.1177 litres/minute (0 to 1,500 gailons/min), respectively. In a 
prefen^ed embodiment, the material 1380 is pumped into the annular region 1390 
at pressures and flow rates ranging from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) 
and 0 to 5678. 1 1 77 litres/minute (0 to 1 ,500 gallons/min), respectively, in order to 
optimally ffl] the annular region between the tubular member 1310 and the new 
10 section 1230ofthewellbore 1200 with Oiehardenablefluidic sealing material 1380. 
The hardenable fluldic sealing material 1380 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material 1380 comprises blended cements designed 
1 5 specifically for tiie weU section being driUed and available from HalUburton Energy 
Services in order to optimally provide support for the tubular member ISlOduring 
displacement of ttie material 1380 In tiie annular region 1390. The optimum blend 
of ttie cement is preferably determined using conventional empirical methods. 
The annular region 1390 preferablyls filled v^itti ttie material 1 380 in sufficient 
20 quantities to ensure ttiat. upon radial expansion of ttie tubular member 1310, ttie 
annular region 1390 of Uie new section 1 230 of tiie weUbore 1 200 will be fiUed witti 
material 1380. 

As iUustrated in Fig. I Id, once tfie annular region 1390 has been adequately 
fiUed witfi material 1380, a wiper dart 1395, or ottier similar device, is Introduced 
!5 into ttie fluid passage 1320. The wiper dart 1395 is preferably pumped ttirough ttie 
fluid passage 1320 by anon hardenable fluidic material 1381. The wiper dart 1395 
ttien preferably engages ttie wiper plug 1350. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 le, in a preferred embodiment, engagement of ttie 
wiper dart 1 395 witti ttie wiper plug 1 350 causes ttie wiper plug 1 350 to decouple 
0 from ttie mandrel 1305. The wiper dart 1395 and wiper plug 1350 ttien preferably 
will lodge in ttie fluid passage 1330, ttiereby blocking fluid flow ttiiough ttie fluid 
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passage 1330, and fluidicly isolatilii^ ^ interioi' re^n 1370 of the tubular 
member 1310 from the annular region 1390. In a preferred embodiment, the non 
hardenable fiuidic material 1381 is then pumped into the interior region 1370 
causing the interior region 1370 to pressurize. Once the interior region 1370 
5 becomes sufficiently pressurized, the tubular member 1310 is extruded off of the 
expandable mandrel 1305. During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 
1305 is raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 1310 by the 
support member 1345. 

The wiper dart 1395 is preferably placed into the fluid passage 1320 by 
10 introducing the wiper dart 1896 into the fluid passage 1320 at a surfece location 
in a conventional manner. The wiper dart 1395 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available devices firom plugging a fluid passage such as, 
for example, Multiple Stage Cementer latch-down plugs, Omega latch^iown plugs 
or three wiper latch-down plug/dart modified in accordance with the teachings of 
15 thepresentdisdosure. In apreferred embodiment, the wiper dart 1395 comprises 
a three wiper latch-down phig modified to latch and seal in the Multiple Stage 
Cementer latch down plug 1350. The three wiper latch-down plug is available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 

After blocking the fluid passage 1330 using the wiper plug 1330 and wiper 
20 dart 1395, the non hardenable fluidic material 1381 may be pumped into the 
interior r^n 1370 at pressures and flow rates ranging, for example, from 
appioximately 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 5678. 1 1 77 lit^minute (0 to 
1500 gaUons/min) in order to optimaUy extmde the tubular member 1310 off of the 
mandrel 1305. In this mamier. the amount of haidenable fluidic material within the 
2g mterior of the tubular member 13 1 0 is minimized. 

In a prefened embodinnait. afier blocking the fluid passage 1330, the non hantenabk 
fluidic zoaterial 1381 is pnrfciably punipcd into the interior itgion 1370 at pressures and flow 
rates ranging from approximately 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9.000 psQ and 151.4164 to 
11356.2355 litrcs/tainule (40 to 3.000 gallonsAain) in order to optimaUy provide operating 
pressures to maintain the e^on process at rates sufficient to pemrit adjustm^ 
30 m operating parameters during die exinision process. 
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For typical tubular memtei^ 1310, the extrusion of the tubular member 1310 
off of the expandable mandrel 1305 will begin when the pressure of the interior 
region 1370 reaches, for example, approximately 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 
9,000 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the extrusion of the tubular member 1310 
5 off of the expandable mandrel 1 305 is a function of the tubular member diameter, 
wall thickness of the tubular member, geometry of the mandrel, the type of 
lubricant, the composition of the shoe and tubular member, and the yield strength 
of the tubular member. The optimum flow rate and operating pressures are 
preferably detennined using conventional empirical methods. 
10 During the extnision process, the expandable mandrel 1305 may be raised out of 

the expanded portion of the tubular member 1 3 10 at rates ranging, for example, from about 
0 to 1 .524 m/s (0 to 5 ft/sec). In a prefenred embodiment, during the extrusion process, the 
expandable mandrel 1305 may be raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular 
meml>er 1310 at rates ranging from about 0 to 0.6096m/s ( 0 to 2 ft/sec) in order to qstimally 
1 5 provide an efficient process, optimally permit operator adjustment of operation parameters, 
and ensure optimal completion of the extmsion process before curing of the material 1 380. 

When the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 13I0is extruded off of the 
expandable mandrel 1305, the outer surface of the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular 
member 1310 win preferably contact the interior surface of the lower end poitim of the 
20 casing I215toformanfluidtightoveriappingjoint The contact pressure of the overlapping 
joint may range, for example, from approjdmately 3.447379 to 1,278.9514 bar (50 to 20,000 
psi). In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the overiapping joint ranges from 
approximately 27.579028 to 689.4757 bar (400 to 10,000 psi) in onJer to optimally provide 
contact pressure sufficient to ensure annular sealing and provide enough resistance to 
25 withstand typical tensile and compressive loads. In a particularly preferred embodiment, 
the sealing members 1340 will ensure an adequate fluidic and gaseous seal in the 
overi£4>plng joint. 

In a preferred emlxxliment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the non 
hardenable fluidic material 1381 is controUably ramped down when the es^andable 

30 mandrel 1305 reaches the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310. In this 
manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubular 
member 1310 off of the eiqpandable mandrel 1305 can be minimized. In a prefened 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion from 100% 
to about 1 096 during the end of the extnision process beginning when the mandrel 1 305 has 

35 completed approximately aO but about 1 .524m (5 feet) of the extrusion process. 
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Alternatively, or in combination, a siiocKabsofteris provided in Uie support 
member 1345 in order to absorb ttie shock caused by tiie sudden release ol 
pressure. 

AltemaUvely, or in combination, a mandrel catching sUucture is provided in 

5 the upper end portion 1355 of the tubularmember 1310 in order to catch oral least 
decelerate tiie mandrel 1305. 

Once ttie exlnision process is completed, ttie expandable mandrel 1305 is 
removed from the wellbore 1200. In a preferred embodiment, eitiier before or after 
ttie removal of ttie expandable mandrel 1305. ttie integrity of ttie fluidic seal of ttie 

10 overlapping joint between ttie upperportion 1355 of ttie tubular member 1310and 
ttie lower portion of ttie casing 1 215 is tested using conventional mettiods. If ttie 
lluidic seal of ttie overlapping joint between ttie upper portion 1 355 of ttie tubular 
member 1310 and ttie lower portion of the casing 1215 is satisfactory, ttien ttie 
uncuied portion of ttie material 1 380 wittiin ttie expanded tubular member 1 31 0 is 

15 ttien removed in a conventional manner. The material 1380 wittiin ttie annular 
region 1390 is then allowed to cure. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 f , preferably any remaining cured material 1 380 wittiin 
ttie interior of ttie expanded tubular member 1310 is ttien removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string. The resulting new section 

20 of casing 1 400 includes ttie expanded tubular member 1310 and an outer annular 
layer 1405 of cured material 305. The bottom portion of ttie apparatus 1300 
comprising ttie shoe 1315 may ttien be removed by drilling out ttie shoe 1315 using 
conventional drilling methods. 

A method of creating a casing in a borehole located in a subterranean 

25 formation has been described that Includes installing a tubular liner and a mandrel 
in ttie borehole. A body of fhildlc material is ttien injected into ttie borehole. The 
tubular liner is ttien radially expanded by extruding the liner off of ttie mandrel. The 
injecting preferably includes injecting a hardenable fhildlc sealing material into an 
annular region located between the borehole and the exterior of ttie tubular liner; 

30 and a non hardenable fluidic material into an interior region of the tubular liner 



below the mandrel. TTie method preferably ineiudes'fluiaicly isolaUng the annular 
region from the interior region before injecting the second quantity of the non 
hardenable sealing material into the interior region. The injecting the hardenable 
fluidic sealing material is preferably provided at operating pressures and flow rates 
5 ranging from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 567. 1 1 77 litres/minute 
(0 to 1,500 gallons/min). The injecting of the non hardenable fluidic material is 
preferably provided at operating pressures and flow rates ranging from about 34,473 
to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9000 psi) and 151 .4164 to 1 1356.2355 Ulres/minute (40 to 
3,000 gallons/min). The injecting of tiie non hardenable fluidic material is 
10 preferably provided at reduced operating pressures and flow rates during an end 
portion of the extruding. The non hardenable fluidic material is preferably injected 
below the mandrel. The method preferably includes pressurizing a region of tiie 
tubular liner below tiie mandrel. The region of the tubular liner below the mandrel 
is preferably pressurized to pressures ranging from about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar 
15 (500 to 9,000 psi). The method preferably includes fluidicly isolating an interior 
region of the tubular liner from an exterior region of ttie tubular liner. The metiiod 
further preferably includes curing tiie hardenable sealing material, and removing 
at least a portion of the cured sealing material located within the tubular Hner. The 
method further preferably includes overiapping the tubular liner with an existing 
20 wellbore casing. The method hirther preferably includes sealii^ the overlap 
between tiie tubular liner and Uie existing wellbore casing. The method furOier 
preferably includes supporting tiie extmded tubular liner using the overiap witii the 
existing wellbore casing. The method further preferably includes testing Uie 
integrity of the seal in the overiap between tiie tubular liner and the existing 
25 wellbore easily. Themethodliirtherpreferablyincludesremovingatleastaportion 
of ttie hardenable fluidic sealing material within the tubular liner before curing. The 
method further preferably includes lubricating tiie surface of the mandrel. The 
metiiod fiirtherpreferablyincludesabsorbing shock. Themettiodfurtherpreferably 
includes catching the mandrel upon tiie completion of the exfaruding. 
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( An apparatus for creating a*<!a8ixig in a borehole located in a subterranean 

formation has been described that includes a support member, a mandrel, a 
tubular member, and a shoe. The support member includes a first fluid passage. 
The mandrel is coupled to the support member and includes a second fluid passage. 
5 The tubular member is coupled to the mandrel. The shoe is coupled to the tubular 
liner and includes a third fluid passage. The first, second and third fluid passages 
are operably coupled. The support member preferably ftirther includes a pressure 
relief passage, and a flow control valve coupled to the first fluid passage and the 
pressure relief passage. The support member further preferably includes a shock 
10 absorber. The support member preferably includes one or more sealing members 
adapted to prevent foreign material firom entering an interior region of the tubular 
member. The mandrel is preferably e^qmndable. The tubular member is 
preferably fabricated.from materials selected from the group consisting of Oilfield 
Coimtiy Tubular Goods, 13 chromium steel tubing^casing, and plastic cas i n g . The 

15 tubular member preferably has inner and outer dianicters ranging from about 7.62 to 39.37 cms (3 to 15.5 
inches) and 8.89 to 40:64 cms (3.5 to 1 6 inches), respectively. The tubular member preferably has a plastic 
yield point ranging &om about 275.9028 to 9307.92195 bar (40,000 to 135,000 psi). The tubular 

member preferably includes one or more sealing members at an end portion. The 
tubular member preferably includes one or more pressure relief holes at an end 
20 portion. The tubular member preferably includes a catching member at an end 
portion for slowing down the mandrel. The shoe preferably includes an inlet port 
coupled to the third fluid passage, the inlet port adapted to receive a plug for 
blocking the inlet port. The shoe preferably is drillable. 

A method of joining a second tubular member to a first tubular member, the 

25 first tubular member having an inner diameter greater than an outer diameter of 
the second tubular member, has been described that includes positioning a 
mandrel within an interior region of the second tubular member, positioning the 
first and second tubular members in an overlapping relationship, pressurizing a 
portion of the interior region of the second tubular member; and extruding the 

30 second tubidar member offofthe mandrel into engagement with liie first tubular 
member. The preffiurizing of the portion of the interior region of the second 

^ tubular member is preferably provided at operating pressures ranging firom about 
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( 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). TSL- pressurizing of tRc portidn of Ihc inlcrior region 

second tubxilar member is preferably provided at reduced operating pressures 
during a latter portion of the extruding. The method further preferably includes 
sealing the overlap between the first and second tubxilar members. The method 
5 further preferably includes supporting the extruded first tubular member using 
the overlap with the second tubular member. The method further preferably 
includes lubricating the surface of the mandrel. The method further preferably 
includes absorbing shock. 

A liner for use in creating a new section of wellbore casing in a subterranean 
10 formation actjacent to an already pyipting section of wellbore casing has been 
described that includes an flTiTwifir member. The annular member includes one or 
more sealing members at an end portion of the annular member, and one or more 
pressure relief passages at an end portion of the a n n u la r member. 

A wellbore casing has been described that includes a tubular liner and an 
15 annular body ofa cured fluidic sealing material. The tubular liner is formed by the 
process of extruding the tubular liner off of a mandrel. The tubular liner is 
preferably formed by the process of placing the tubular liner and mandrel within 
the wellbore, and pressurizing an interior portion of the tubtdar liner. The 
annular body of the cured fluidic sealing material is preferably formed by the 
20 process of injecting a body of hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annular 
region external of the tubular liner. During the pressurizing, the interior portion 
of the tubular liner is preferably fluididy isolated from an exterior portion of the 
tubular liner. The interior portion of the tubular liner is preferably pressurized 
to pressures ranging from about 34.473 to 620.528 13 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). The tubular liner preferably 
25 overlaps with an existing wellbore casing. The wellbore casing preferably farther 
includes a seal positioned in the overlap between the tubular liner and the existing 
wellbore casing. Tubular liner is preferably supported the overlap with the 
existing wellbore casing. 

A method of repairing an existing section of a wellbore casing within a 
30 borehole has been described that includes installing a tubular liner and a mandrel 
within the wellbore casing, izyecting a body ofa fluidic material into the boreholei 
pressurizing a portion of an interior region of the tubtdar liner, and radially 



( expanding the liner in the borehole by extruding the liner off of the mandrel. In 
a preferred embodunent, the fluidic material is selected from the group consisting 
of slag mix, cement, drilling mud, and epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
method further includes fluidicly isolating an interior region of the tubular liner 
5 from an exterior region of the tubular Imer. In a preferred embodiment, the 
injecting of the body of fluidic material is provided at operating pressures and flow 

rates ranging from about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) and 151.4164 to 113562.355 
litres/minute (40 to 3,000 gallons/min). In a preferred embodiment, die injecting of the body of fluidic 
material is provided at reduced operating pressures and flow rates during an end portion of the extruding. 

10 In a preferred embodiment, the fluidic inaterial is iiyected below th^ In 
a preferred embodiment, a region of the tubular liner below the mandrel is 
pressurized. In a preferred embodiment, the region of the tubular liner below the 
mandzd is pressurized to pressiires ranging torn about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). In a 
preferred embodiment, the method further includes overlapping the tubular liner 
15 with the existing wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the method further 
includes sealing the interface between the tubular liner and the existing wellbore 
casing. In a preferred embodiment, the method fiirther includes supporting the 
extruded tubular liner using the existing wellbore casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes testing the integrity of the seal in the 
20 interface between the tubular liner and the existing wellbore casing. In a 
preferred embodiment, method further includes lubricating the surface of the 
mandrel. In a preferred embodiment, the method fiurther includes absorbing 
shock. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes catching the 
mandrel upon the completion of the detruding. In a preferred embodiment, the 
25 method further includes expanding the mandrel in a radial direction. 

A tie-back liner for lining an existing wellbore casing has been described 
that includes a tubular liner and an annular body of a cured fluidic sealing 
material. The tubular liner is formed by the process of extruding the tubular liner 
off of a mandrel. The annular body of a cured fluidic sealing material is coupled 
30 tothetubularliner. Inapreferredenibodiment,thetubiilarliner 

process of placing the tubular liner and mandrel within the wellbore, and 
pressurizing an interior portion of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, 

fc6 



during the pressurizing, the inienor portion of the tubular liner is fluidicly isolated 
froman exteriorportionof the tubular liner. Inapreferrcd embodiment, the interior 
portion of the tubular liner is pressurized at pressures ranging from about 34.473 to 
620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the annular body of 

5 a cured fluidic sealing material is formed by the process of injecting a body of 
hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annular region between the existing 
wellbore casing and the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular liner 
overlaps with another existing wellbore casing. Inaprefeired embodiment, the tie- 
back Uner further includes a seal positioned in the overiap between the tubular liner 

1 0 and the other existii^ wefflwre casir^. In a preferred embodiment, tubular liner is 
supported by the overlap with the other existing wellbore casing. 

An apparatus for expanding a tubular member has been described that 
includes a support member, a mandrel, a tubular member, and a shoe. The 
support member includes a first fluid passage. The mandrel is coupled to the 

1 5 support member. The mandrel includes a second fluid passage operably coupled 
to the first fluid passage, an interior portion, and an exterior portion. The interior 
portion of the mandrel is drillable. The tubular member is coupled to the mandrel. 
The shoe is coupled to the tubular member. The shoe includes a third fluid passage 
operably coupled to the second fluid passage, an interior portion, and an exterior 

20 portion. The interior portion of the shoe is drillable. Preferably, the interior portion 
of the mandrel includes a tubular member and a load bearing member. Preferably, 
the load bearing member comprises a drillable body. Preferably, the interior 
portion of the shoe includes a tubular member, and a load bearing member. 
Preferably, the load bearing member comprises a drillable body. Preferably, the 
exterior portion of the mandrel comprises an expansion cone. Preferably, the 
expansion cone is fabricated from materials selected from the group consisting of 
tool steel, titanium, and ceramic Preferably, the expansion cone has a surface 
hardness ranging from about 58 to 62 RockweU C. Preferably at least a portion of 
the apparatus is drillable. 

Altiiough illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and 
described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated 
in the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of ttie present 
invention may be employed without a corresponding use of ttie oUier features. 



Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and 
In a manner consistent with the scope of the invention. 




CLAIMS 

1. A tubular liner, comprising: 

a first tubular portion having a first inside 
5 diameter; 

a second tubular portion having a second inside 
diameter; 

an intermediate tapered tubular portion for 
coupling the first and second tubular portions to each 
10 other; and 

one or more sealing members coupled to the 
exterior surface of at least one of the tubular 
portions; 

wherein the first inside diameter is greater than 
15 the second inside diameter and 

wherein at least one of the first and second 
txibular portions define one or more pressure relief 
passages . 

20 2. The liner of claim 1, wherein the txibular liner is 
fabricated from materials selected from the group 
consisting of: 

automotive grade steel, plastic, and chromium 
steel . 

25 

3. The liner of claim 1, wherein the tubular liner 
includes an outer diameter and a wall thickness ranging 
from 8.89 cms to 48.26 (3.5 to 19 inches) and 0.3175 to 
3.175 cms (1/8 to 1.25 inches), respectively. 

30 

4. The liner of claim 1, wherein the length of the 
liner ranges from 12.192 to 6.096 m (40 to 20,000 
feet) . 

35 5. The liner of claim 1, wherein the wall thickness 
and outside diameter of the second tubular portion 



ranges from 0.375 to 3.81 cms (3/8 to 1.5 inches) and 
8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), respectively. 

6. The liner of claim 1, wherein the wall thickness 
and outside diameter of the tapered tubular portion 
ranges from 0.3175 to 3.175 cms (1/8 to 1.25 inches) 
and 8-89 to 48.26 cms (3.5 to 19 inches), respectively. 

7. The liner of claim 1, wherein the wall thickness 
and outside diameter of the first tubular portion 
ranges from 0.3175 to 3.175 cms (1/8 to 1.25 inches) 
and 8,89 to 48.26 cms (3.5 to 19 inches), respectively. 

8. The liner of claim 1, wherein the first tubular 
portion has a first wall thickness; 

wherein the second tubular portion has a second 
wall thickness; and wherein the first wall thickness is 
less than the second wall thickness. 

9. The liner of claim 1, wherein the second tubular 
portion includes one or more radial passages. 

10. A tubular liner, comprising: 

a first tubular portion having a first inside 
diameter; 

a second tubular portion coupled to the first 
tubular portion having a second inside diameter; and 

a third t\ibular portion coupled to the second 
tubular portion having a third inside diameter; 

wherein the first and third inside diameters are 
both greater than the second inside diameter; 

wherein the second tubular portion includes one or 
more external sealing elements; and 

wherein at least one of the first and third 
tubular members define one or more pressure relief 
passages . 
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11. The liner of claim 10, wherein the first tubular 
portion has a first wall thickness; 

wherein the second txibular portion has a second 
wall thickness ; 
5 wherein the third tubular portion has a third wall 

thickness; and 

wherein the first and third wall thicknesses are 
both less than the second wall thickness. 



10 12. The liner of claim 10, wherein the first and third 
tubular portions each include one or more radial 
passages . 

13. The liner of claim 1, wherein an end of the second 
15 tubular portion comprises one or more slots. 

14. The liner of claim 1, wherein an end of the second 
tubular portion comprises one or more perforations . 

20 15. The liner of claim 8, wherein the intermediate 
tapered tubular portion includes an intermediate wall 
thickness; and 

wherein the intermediate wall thickness is less 
than the second wall thickness. 

25 

16. The liner of claim 10, wherein an end of the first 
tubular portion comprises one or more slots. 

17. The liner of claim 10, wherein an end of the first 
30 tubular portion comprises one or more perforations. 

18. The liner of claim 10, wherein the first inside 
diameter is greater than both the second and third 
inside diameters. 
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